
-Minutes subject to Board approval- 
 

Westbrook Public Library 
Board of Trustees Meeting 

7:00 pm,  
January 6, 2015 

At Westbrook Public Library, Ct 
 

Call to Order at 7:00 p.m. by K. Cietanno, Chair 
 
In Attendance: Julie Campbell, Kathy Cietanno, Rosemary Einsmann, Gina Fifield, Martha Neale, MaryJo 
Noonan, Lewis Daniels (Library Director) and Brittany Mullen (Assistant Librarian). 
 
Audience of Citizens: none present 
 
Secretary’s Report:   
•  Campbell made a motion that the minutes from the December 2014 meeting be accepted as presented; 2nd 

by Noonan. All in favor.  
 
Treasurer’s/ Financial Monthly Report:   
• Daniels presented his Financial Report for the months of both Nov and Dec because we missed a monthly 

report due to the timing of the holidays.  
• We are about one half of the way through our fiscal year.      
• Nothing unusual. 
• The upcoming cost to have the pump rebuilt will be discussed next month. 
• The price of oil, combined with mild temperatures, have helped us keep heating costs low. 
• AV expenses reflect some recent purchases. Daniels will supplement with gift funds as needed. 
• Motion made by Neale to accept Treasurer’s/Financial Report; 2nd by Campbell.  Accepted with unanimous 

approval.  
 
Library Director’s Report: 
• The new Assistant Librarian, Brittany Mullen was welcomed.  Daniels reports that she has already been a 

big help with technology, starting a Facebook page.  She brings lots of energy and expertise.  
• Library Usage Statistics:  Increased numbers over last year’s cold December: activity up, adult circulation 

up slightly, reference activity up by 22%, computer use up 26%. Lower is children’s circulation by 10%.  
• Programs: some terrific and well-attended programs this month. 

o Russ Miller’s Native American storytelling and games workshop.  About 25 children in attendance. 
o Holiday House Workshop. Great success with 40 participants (that is the maximum). 
o Shoreline Community Women’s holiday craft workshop for children, with 30 attendees. 
o Wick Griswold discussed his new book on the history of Griswold Point. Turnout was a bit low due 

to a town meeting on the same night. His publisher came with signed copies of the book. 
o Generally, program offerings in Jan are few, due to weather, but several are scheduled. 
o Daniels is working with the local independent bookstore, Burgundy Books, to offer some Author 

Talks. 
• Friends:  The Library looked nice for the holidays.  Many thanks to the Friends who provided wreaths. 
• Daniels also received some year-end donations from town residents. 
• Westbrook Historical Society: Cietanno will call someone at WHS about their possible use of the Library’s 

downstairs space.  We need to talk further with them to better understand their plans.  



• Budget: Daniels plans to put off a request for funding related to a potential project to work on downstairs 
space. If we were to present it to the town now, it would be difficult because we do not yet have solid 
numbers to present. 

• Riggio Building: upcoming renovations might lead to some agencies looking for temporary offices. Perhaps 
our downstairs conference room could be made available? 

• Genealogy Research: There has been a little interest.  Maybe a presentation would help generate more 
interest? Someone who could engage and inspire people? Maybe a series? Daniels will look into it.  Fifield 
will talk to a friend who does this in a particularly creative fashion. 

• Intern:  Nick Westbrook will be interning with us, specializing in technology. 
• With the new YA Librarian, we need to make sure we have resources available for her to act on her ideas. 

Perhaps we might approach Westbrook Foundation regarding educational computers, tablets and software 
for kids. 

• Future Plans: Cietanno wants to maintain the enthusiasm that we had during the assistant librarian search 
and interviews process. She felt the Board and Daniels worked very well together.  How can we keep that 
energy going? Daniels mentioned that maybe we could focus on helping to revitalize the Friends? 

• Motion made by Fifield to accept the Library Director’s Report; 2nd by Neale; all in favor. 
 
Committee Reports:  None 
 
Correspondences:  None 
 
Old Business:   
• Daniels Evaluations:  many thanks to Noonan for her work on Daniel’s review.  
• Some additions from Einsmann: additional areas in which Daniels supports our town residents- arranging 

for AARP, tax help, Medicare counseling.  
• Motion made by Einsmann to accept; 2nd by Campbell; all in favor. 
 
New Business:  None 
 
Adjournment: Motion made by Campbell to adjourn; 2nd by Einsmann. Adjourned at 8:10 pm. 
Respectfully Submitted by M. Neale  
 
 
 


