
Approved     Westbrook Harbor Management Commission

Regular Meeting – September 27, 2011– 7:30 p.m.

South Conference Room, Mulvey Center

Call to order 

Chairman Rie called the meeting to order at 7:33 p.m.

Pledge

Mr. Rie led the pledge.

Roll Call

Present:  John Rie; Bill Angelini; Ron Stevenson; Gary Nolf; Mike Farrell, Keith Rich; Brian Faucher; Len Mierzejewski, Harbor Master 
Absent:  

Guests:  Noel Bishop, First Selectman; Gary Gavigan; Don Harger

Bills

Chairman Rie reported that he paid a bill for the Port O Potty at the town dock in the amount of $81.00.  He also paid Pilots Point $114.19 for the straightening of Piling #7.
Minutes –August 23, 2011
A motion to accept the August 23, 2011 minutes as presented was made by Mr. Stevenson and seconded by Mr. Angelini and so VOTED unanimously.

Correspondence

Chairman Rie handed out a copy of his letter to Daniel Esty, Commissioner of the DEEP.  Rie’s letter to Esty basically asked the Commission to review and approve the Westbrook Town Ordinance as adopted at Town Meeting 7/27/11, effective 6/16/11, which allows docks to cross harbor lines on the Patchogue River north of Route 1 under certain circumstances.  
Chairman Rie also noted an email from John Pinto regarding CHMA list and the State Boating Fee reimbursement has been eliminated.  The CHMA banquet is November 3rd, 2011.

Mr. Rie noted that Ms. Lehto has officially resigned from the HMC.

At this time Mr. Rie asked for a motion to add Gary Gavigan to the agenda.

A motion to add Gary Gavigan to the agenda was made by Mr. Faucher and seconded by Mr. Stevenson and it was so VOTED unanimously.

Mr. Gavigan gave us an update on the Maritime Gathering celebration that is being planned.  He gave the HMC a handout which focused on the Time Frame, Purpose and Special Events of the celebration.  Mr. Gavigan reported that he met with Rives Potts and Mr. Potts will take charge of marine events in Westbrook; he spoke with the Pettipaug Sailing Academy; Essex Corinthian Yacht Club and is meeting with Chambers of Commerce.  Libraries will concentrate on Maritime History.  Mr. Rie thanked Gary for this update.
Wesbrook Harbor Dredge:
Mr. Rie noted that there was nothing new to report.  With regard to the memo of understanding, he hasn’t heard anything yet.

Harbor Management Plan:
Mr. Rie reported that until there is a Harbor Management Plan in lace we can’t charge for moorings.  He noted that it would probably take another year.  Mr. Rie brought in the “Coastal Management Plan” for the commission.  

With regard to mooring requests, the Harbor Master showed the commission the waiting list.

Mr. Farrell will have a draft copy of a mooring request for the commission at the next meeting.  Gerri Lewis will bring it to the next meeting.

Mr. Rie reported that the Shellfish Committee wanted to know that if they got a boat, could they use the town mooring.  A short discussion ensued.
Harbor Master Len discussed the mooring application.  It was modeled after Old Saybrook.  He also discussed fees with the commission.  He mentioned the 4 wood pilings and the day markers that the town owns.  With regard to the buoys: R6 has not been replaced yet.  The new contact in the Coast Guard is now Kathleen McSweeney.  Mr. Stevenson volunteered to go to the town garage to see what gear we have.  Mr. Angelini got a price of $268 from computer signs for #7.

A motion to use computer signs was made by Mr. Faucher and seconded by Mr. Farrell and it was so VOTED unanimously.

With regard to the “grandfather clause” a long discussion ensued.  Mr. Mierzejewski questioned how you determine LOA.  Mr. Rie noted that the language to be used for the mooring request was not complete as yet but he pointed out that the language to be used was the exact language that the Harbor Master used.
Hearing no other business, Chairman Rie asked for a motion to adjourn.

Adjournment
A motion to adjourn at 8:41 p.m. was made by Mr. Faucher and seconded by Mr. Farrell and so VOTED unanimously.
Respectfully submitted:
Gerri Lewis, Clerk
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