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THESE MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL AT THE NEXT BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING 

 

WESTBROOK BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Regular Meeting 

Monday, May 9, 2016 

Mulvey Municipal Center 

Multi-Media Room 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by First Selectman Bishop at 3:00 p.m. 

 

In attendance:  In attendance included:  First Selectman Bishop, Selectwoman Labbadia, Selectman Hall, 

Becky Coffey, Press, Lew Daniels, Librarian, Nick D’Amico, Ken Butterworth, Jim Crawford, Westbrook 

Foundation, Tony Cozza, BOF member, Peter Krause, Fire Department, John Palermo, Fire Department, 

Paul Connelly, BOF Chairman, Lester Scott, Fire Department, Carol Hess, Finance, Pat Ciccone, 

Superintendent of Schools, Meg Parulis, Planner, Courtney Burks, Senior Center Director, Rich Annino, 

Director of Park & Rec.,  David Maiden, Building Official, Nancy Rudek, ZEO, Kim Bratz, Tax Collector, Ann 

Mazur, Dennis Hallahan, Chairman Riggio Building Committee and Blight Committee and Chris Pallatto, 

YMCA Director. 

 

Mr. Bishop reported that agenda item #4, Executive Session, update on legal matter, will be removed 

from the agenda. 

 

YMCA NEIGHBORHOOD ASSISTANCE ACT  

The YMCA has submitted an application relative to the Neighborhood Assistance Tax Credit Program.  

The YMCA is proposing energy conservation projects as outlined in the submission.  As in previous 

submissions, Mr. Ehlert, Chairman of the Town’s Energy Committee, is named as the Town Liaison. 

 

Mr. Hall made a motion to approve Form NAA-01 as submitted by the YMCA and to forward the 

application to a Town Meeting for further action.  Ms. Labbadia seconded the motion.  The motion 

passed unanimously 

 

DISCUSSION ON NEXT STEPS FOR POLICING IN WESTBROOK 

Mr. Bishop reported that a number of individuals have expressed an interest in serving on an Ad Hoc 

Committee regarding the policing needs in Westbrook.    

 

Mr. Bishop made a motion to hold a Public Hearing on the Policing needs of Westbrook on 5/26/16 @ 

7:00 p.m. (following the 6:00 p.m. BOS meeting).  Mr. Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

UDATE ON PROPOSED BLIGHT ORDINANCE 

At the request of the Council of Beaches, further action on the proposed Blight Ordinance will take place 

in early June. 

 

Mr. Bishop made a motion to hold a Public Hearing on the proposed Blight Ordinance on June 2, 2016 @ 

7:00 p.m.  Mr. Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

WESTBROOK FOUNDATION RECOGNITION 

Mr. Bishop welcomed Jim Crawford and Harry Ruppenicker, Westbrook Foundation representatives, to 

the BOS meeting.  The Board expressed appreciation for the many generous financial contributions 

provided to the Town’s various departments by the Westbrook Foundation.  Some of the Foundation’s 

gifts to the town include funding for a training trailer and storage shed in the Fire Department, 

thousands of dollars in scholarships to Westbrook High School graduates, many gifts to the Westbrook 

Library, Eagle Scout project funding, seed money for the YMCA’s Community Garden and YMCA 

camperships, funding for a new playground, and funding for a “File of Life” Program in the Senior 

Center.  

 

Mr. Crawford thanked the BOS for their recognition and reported that he is honored to have been part 

of the Foundation for the past 10 years. 

 

UDATE ON RIGGIO BUILDING 

Mr. Hallahan reported that he has toured the Riggio Building with the Deputy Fire Marshal and Building 

Official.  Additional options for the necessary enhancements to the staircase and to the boiler area will 

be investigated further, i.e. the installation of sprinklers (using the domestic water lines) to the current 
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area.  Mr. Hallahan will investigate pricing for these options and report to the BOS.  Any request for 

funding will need Town Meeting approval. 

 

AWARD CONTRACT FOR FIRE DEPARTMENT PAINTING PROJECT 

Mr. Scott, Fire Department representative, reported that the Fire Department developed and 

distributed bid specifications for the fire house painting project.  He recommends that Nosal Industries 

be awarded the contract.  All precautions will be taken with regard to the possibility of lead paint in the 

scrapings.  The Health Director is aware of the project.  Attorney Wells has reviewed the contract and 

recommends that a start and completion date and a Certificate of Insurance be included in the contract.  

All financing is in place for the project and no appropriation is required. 

 

Mr. Hall made a motion to award the Fire Department painting project to Nosal Industries to include 

Attorney Wells’ recommendations.  Mr. Bishop seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

AWARD CONTRACT FOR FIELD MAINTENANCE 

Mr. Riggio, Director of Public Works, provided documentation recommending that the BOS award the 

contract for Field Maintenance to Greenscape of Clinton, LLC.  Greenscape, of Clinton, LLC was the only 

respondent to the request for proposal, has been maintaining Westbrook’s fields for 10 years and the 

bid submitted is lower than the current contract.  Mr. Riggio is satisfied with the performance of 

Greenscape. 

 

Mr. Bishop made a motion to award a 3 year contract to Greenscape of Clinton, LLC as follows:  2016/17 

- $159,000, 2017/18 - $160,590 and 2018/19 - $162,196.  Ms. Labbadia seconded the motion.  The 

motion passed unanimously. 

 

REQUEST FROM RESIDENT – CULVERT AT LAND FILL 

The issue of the culvert located at the Land Fill has been reviewed and discussed by the BOS at recent 

meetings.  Initially, the BOS previously approved $8,000 for the project.  Mr. D’Amico requested that the 

project be “engineered”.  The Inland/Wetland Commission also review the proposed project and after 

discussion, referred it back to the BOS for further action.  The quote received for engineering work only 

totaled approximately $5,000.  Mr. Riggio, Director of Public Works, was unable to attend this evening’s 

meeting but as requested, has been monitoring the conditions of the culvert and feels there is no 

imminent danger and continued monitoring of the culvert is all that is required at this time. 

 

Further discussions and any action on the matter were tabled until the June 6, 2016 BOS meeting.  Mr. 

Riggio will be present at the meeting.   

 

APPOINTMENTS/REAPPOINTMENTS/RESIGNATIONS 

Trooper Buck is recommending that Paul Fiore be appointed to the Marine Patrol.  This request is within 

the budget guidelines and no additional funding will be necessary. 

 

Mr. Bishop made a motion to appoint Paul Fiore to a one year term on the Marine Patrol.  Mr. Hall 

seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Mr. Bishop reported that the Constable position, vacated by Karen Reilly, has been posted by Trooper 

Buck. 

 

APPROPRIATIONS/CONTINGENCY TRANSFERS 

Mr. Hall made a motion to approve a capital appropriation request in the amount of $6,000 for repairs 

to the McVeagh Road Athletic Complex tennis courts and forward the request to the BOF for further 

action.  Ms. Labbadia seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Mr. Bishop reported that the project will take approximately 3 to 4 days and it is anticipated that the 

work will begin in early June following discussions with all appropriate parties to ensure that the work 

will not be disruptive to any scheduled tennis activities. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Mr. Hall made a motion to approve the minutes from the 4/4/16 BOS meeting.  Mr. Bishop seconded 

the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Mr. Hall made a motion to approve the minutes from the 4/19/16 BOS meeting.  Ms. Labbadia seconded 

the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

FIRST SELECTMAN’S REPORT 
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Mr. Bishop reported that a date has not yet been confirmed with the State Senate and Legislature to 

meet and finalize the State’s budget.  

 

Mr. Bishop reported on the following items: 

 

• The Town will vote on the budget, by ballot, at the Town Meeting scheduled on 5/11/16 at 7:00 

p.m.  Budget presentations will be made by the Town and School.  The Registrars and Assessor 

will be in attendance to facilitate the vote by secret ballot. 

• The BOS discussed the protocol for the Memorial Day Parade.   

• Union negotiations are going well.  The group has met 3 times and the next meeting is 

scheduled for 5/27. 

• The Constable’s contract expires in June 2017. 

• There is a Board Fire Commissioners meeting scheduled, in public as requested by Mr. Rehberg, 

on 5/19 @ 7:00 p.m.  The performance of Mr. Rehberg as Fire Marshal is on the agenda for 

discussion. 

• Selectmen were invited to the Middlesex County Chamber of Commerce Awards dinner on June 

7th.  Darlene Briggs is being honored at the event. 

• A meeting to discuss concerns with regard to the Preserve has been scheduled on Thursday, 

5/12.  Tom ODell, John Riggio, Meg Parulis, Trooper Hunter and representatives from the Old 

Saybrook Police Department will be in attendance. 

• The BOS scheduled a special meeting on Friday, 5/13 @ 8:30 a.m. to potentially appoint a part-

time Administrative Assistant in the Building/Health Dept. 

 

Update on Energy Committee 

Mr. Bishop made a motion to table the Energy Committee discussion.  Mr. Hall seconded the motion.  

The motion passed unanimously. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. Hall made a motion to adjourn the meeting at Mr. Bishop 4:13 p.m. seconded the motion.  The 

motion passed unanimously. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,    Attest, 

 

 

 

Suzanne Helchowski    Noel Bishop 

Administrative Assistant   First Selectman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


