
1 

 

WESTBROOK BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

REGULAR MEETING 

November 7, 2013 

Mulvey Municipal Center 

Multi-Media Room 

Westbrook, Connecticut 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER * Note Below 

First Selectman Bishop called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  In attendance included:  First Selectman 

Bishop, Selectman Hall, Selectman Ehlert, Meg Parulis, Planner,  Paul Connelly, BOF Chairman, Andrew 

Urban, Director of Finance, Tom Odell, Conservation Commission and Meg Parulis, Planner, Sherry 

Seidman, George Pytlik, and Rick Westbrook, Loren Baker, Director of Facilities, Mary Labbadia, 

Registrar. 

 

ACQUISITION OF RUSSO PROPERTY – Horse Hill Road 

Ms. Parulis, Planner reported that the Purchase and Sale Agreement ($750,000 purchase price including 

a $10,000 deposit) was extended to 12/2/13.  An anonymous $200,000 donation for the purchase of the 

property will be deposited into the Open Space Fund.   Ms. Parulis continued that recent appraisals fully 

support the purchase price.   

 

There is the possibility of grant funding for this purchase however an eligibility waiver from DEEP is 

necessary and has been requested.  Additional costs may be associated with the grant and closing costs. 

 

Mr. Ehlert made a motion to appropriate $750,000 from the DEP Open Space Fund for the purchase of 

143 acres on Horse Hill Road to be preserved as Open Space contingent upon receipt of $200,000 from 

an anonymous donator and refer the appropriation to the BOF and Town Meeting for action.  Mr. Hall 

seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Mr. Bishop made a motion to go into Executive Session at 7:28 p.m. to discuss the Miele property 

acquisition.  Invited into the Executive Session:  Meg Parulis, John Leake, Rick Westbrook, Paul Connelly, 

Tom Odell, Andrew Urban, and Suzanne Helchowski.  Mr. Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

Regular session resumed at 7:43 p.m. 

 

No action taken. 

 

APPROPRIATIONS/CONTINGENCY TRANSFERS 

Lower Level Flooring – As a result of recommendations made by Northeast Labs., the company that 

performed air quality testing in the building, Loren Baker, Facilities Director, was directed to receive 

quotes to replace the lower level hallway carpeting with  tile. 

 

*The BOF, as the posted agenda indicates, called their meeting into session on the topic of Acquisition of 

Russo Property. 

 

Mr. Bishop made a motion to approve a capital appropriation request in an amount not to exceed 

$8,600 to replace carpeting with non-porous tiles in the downstairs hallway of the Mulvey Municipal 

Center and forward to the BOF.  Mr. Ehlert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

SIDEWALKS 

Mr. Ehlert made a motion to add to the agenda the discussion and possible action on sidewalks from the 

train station to the Town Center.  Mr. Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Ms. Parulis reported that the DOT extended the sidewalk from the train station to a crosswalk at the 

existing sidewalk.  The DOT was not willing to extend the sidewalk all the way to the Town Center.  The 

BOS discussed the traffic pattern in the area and safety concerns. 

 

Representative Vicino reported that the State may be able to fund a portion of the cost to extend the 

sidewalk; however, the Town would need to contribute half of the estimated $79,000 for the project.  

Representative Vicino has requested that the Town provide a letter indicating their commitment.  Mr. 
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Bishop was instructed to send a letter indicating Westbrook’s commitment to the project in the amount 

of $39,500 pending approval by the State of Connecticut for the additional funds. 

 

The BOS discussed possible funding options for the project, including LOCIP and a timeline for the 

completion of the project. 

 

Mr. Ehlert made a motion to send a letter to Representative Vicino indicating that the Town will commit 

50% of the cost to install sidewalks from the train station to tie into the sidewalk to the Town Center.  

Mr. Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

RE-APPOINTMENTS 

Mr. Hall made a motion to add Mark Wyzykowski to the list of Constable re-appointments.  Mr. Ehlert 

seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Mr. Hall made a motion to re-appoint the following Constables to a one year term beginning 11/14/13: 

 

Joseph Pucillo, Larry Merrill, Mark Wyzykowski, Joseph Brennan, Michael McKenna, Kenneth 

McNamara, and Karen Reilly.   

 

Mr. Ehlert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Mr. Ehlert made a motion to appoint Mary Labbadia as the Selectman’s Representative to the Inland 

Wetland Commission with a term to expire 11/20/14.  Mr. Hall seconded the motion.  The motion 

passed unanimously. 

 

Ms. Labbadia updated the BOS on the re-count scheduled on Saturday, 11/9/13 regarding the Board of 

Education election. 

 

Mr. Hall made a motion to appoint Samantha Crowley as the River COG representative.  Mr. Ehlert 

seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Mr. Bishop was asked to determine what meetings she has attended and to obtain minutes that will be 

forwarded to the BOS. 

 

Mr. Hall made a motion to appoint the following individuals to a 3 year term on the Economic 

Development Committee:  James Crawford, Darlene Briggs and John Leake.  Mr. Ehlert seconded the 

motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Mr. Bishop made a motion to approve the minutes from the BOS meeting of 10/24/13.  Mr. Hall 

seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

DIRECTOR OF FINANCE REPORT 

Mr. Urban reported that the October financial statements have been distributed via e-mail. 

 

All capital projects are progressing well.  The MIRMA meeting is scheduled for November 26, 2013.  Mr. 

Urban and First Selectman Bishop will attend. 

 

FIRST SELECTMAN’S REPORT 

Mr. Bishop reported that a Veteran’s Breakfast is scheduled on Tuesday, 11/12/13.  Representatives 

from the Veterans Administration, Veteran liaisons from surrounding towns and area First Selectmen 

will be present. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. Hall made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 p.m.  Mr. Ehlert seconded the motion.  The 

motion passed unanimously. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,    Attest, 

 

Suzanne Helchowski    Noel Bishop 

Administrative Assistant   First Selectman 

 

 


