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THESE MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL AT THE NEXT BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING 

 

WESTBROOK BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Special Meeting 

January 15, 2015 

Mulvey Municipal Center 

Multi-Media Room 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

First Selectman Bishop called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.  Those in attendance included:  First 

Selectman Bishop, Selectman Hall, Selectman Ehlert, Andrew Urban, Director of Finance, Cathy Doane, 

Historical Society, Don Izzo, Becky Coffey, Press, Paul Connelly, BOF Chairman, Jill Brainerd, HR, Rich 

Annino, Park & Rec. Director, Paul Keryc, Joan Angelini, Town Clerk, Kim Bratz, Tax Collector, Meg 

Parulis, Planner, Tom Odell, Conservation Commission, Sonia Marino, Director of Health, Jim Crawford, 

Chairman EDC, Nancy Rudek, ZEO and Sonia Marino, Director of Health. 

 

OVERVIEW OF MUNICIPAL 2015/16 BUDGET 

Copies of the 2015/16 Budget were distributed to the BOS for review.  Mr. Urban gave an overview of 

the proposed budget.   As submitted, overall budgets reflect an 8.1% increase.   

 

Mr. Urban thanked Jill Brainerd for her assistance in compiling the Facilities Budget.  

 

The Board of Selectmen discussed the process for voting on department budgets following the 

discussion as listed on the BOS budget meeting schedule that was distributed to all employees, 

department heads and Board/Commission chairs.  After all budgets are presented, the BOS will review 

the entire budget and make recommendations to the BOF. 

 

Mr. Urban reported that the budget for each department includes a column indicating the percent of 

increase being requested.  He recommended that the BOS consider any “double digit” increases shown 

in this column.  The budget distributed to the BOS does not include any personnel requests.  Personnel 

requests will be discussed when the individual departments present their budgets to the BOS. 

 

REPORT ON STATUS OF RIGGIO BUILDING 

Mr. Bishop distributed a chronology of events and the minutes (SEE ATTACHED) from the 12/30/14 

meeting regarding the Riggio Building code violations.  It is clear from the chronology, that as soon as 

the letter of violation was received, appropriate action was taken (convening of a meeting on 12/30, 

request for extension).  The safety and well being of individuals is the main priority. 

 

At the meeting convened on 12/30/14, it was determined that a 15 day extension would be requested 

to develop a plan of action to address the violations.  An extension was granted to 1/31/15.  A proposal 

from the Fire Marshal’s office outlining a timeline, priorities and estimated costs for the project was to 

be presented to the BOS at this evening’s meeting.  Unfortunately, Mr. Leighton’s mother passed away 

and he was unable to work on the report.  The proposal will be presented to the BOS at the 1/22/15 BOS 

meeting. 

 

Since the question was asked on more than one occasion, Mr. Bishop reported that as soon as the 

violation letter came to the Selectman’s Office, it was acted upon.   

 

Mr. Ehlert expressed concern that the safety violations were not addressed immediately.  He continued 

that the extension until the end of the month is not acceptable and that the Town is liable if there is an 

incident at the building. 

 

Mr. Bishop responded that the electrician was at the Riggio building today to address the lighting 

violations.  He repeated that the Fire Marshal and Deputy were asked at the meeting on 12/30/14 to 

prepare an extensive report to the BOS.  Unfortunately, as noted, a death in Mr. Leighton’s family 

prevented this report from being completed in time for this evening’s meeting.  This information will be 

available at the 1/22/15 BOS meeting. 

 

Ms. Bratz, Tax Collector and Chairman of Youth and Family Services, expressed concern for the staff 

working in the building.  She requested a copy of the Fire Marshal’s report when available. 
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Mr. Bishop reported that the Committee discussed the installation of a sprinkler system which may 

negate the need for other fire separations and smoke partitions.  Any project costing over $20,000 will 

need Town Meeting approval.  Mr. Urban outlined several funding options for the project. 

 

Mr. Ehlert reported that he was not comfortable giving Ms. Bratz the “ok” to occupy the building.  He 

directed her to inform the Youth and Family staff of the violations. 

 

Ms. Bratz responded that the Director of Youth and Family Services is partially aware of the violations. 

 

Mr. Ehlert made a motion to appropriate $91,000 from various accounts in the current budget as 

commented on by Finance Director Andrew Urban to move forward with the repairs at the Riggio 

Building.  The motion was not seconded. 

 

Mr. Bishop commented that before the $91,000 was approved, a specific plan of action should be 

adopted as recommended by the Committee.  He further indicated that he, like others, placed “the 

highest priority on the safety of the occupants”.   

 

Mr. Ehlert made a motion to prioritize the completion of repair work at the Riggio Building as follows:  

lighting, fire alarm repairs and emergency doors to be completed by 1/31/15.  Mr. Hall seconded the 

motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

REVISION OF ZONING FEES 

Copies of proposal Zoning Fees were included in the BOS packet.  Ms. Rudek, ZEO, reviewed the 

proposed fee changes. 

 

Mr. Bishop made a motion to place the fees on the next town meeting agenda.  Mr. Ehlert seconded the 

motion.  Discussion followed. 

 

The term “applicable application fees” will be added in the “Lot Development in AE Flood Zone portion 

of the document.     

 

The motion passed unanimously. 

 

SET DATE FOR TOWN MEETING 

Mr. Bishop made a motion to schedule a Town Meeting on February 12, 2015 @ 7:30 p.m.  Mr. Hall 

seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

ADOPTION OF GRANTS FOR BRIDGES 

Information regarding the Local Bridge Program Grants for the Winthrop Road and Lynn Road Bridges 

was included in the BOS packet. 

 

Mr. Hall made a motion to accept the grants for the Winthrop Road and Lynn Road Bridges and 

authorize the First Selectman to sign said grants and fill out supplemental applications.  Mr. Ehlert 

seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  

 

REQUEST FROM SENIOR CENTER MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE – Board Member 

No response received regarding an e-mail that was sent to Town Party Chairmen requesting a 

representative for the Senior Center Management Committee.   

 

APPOINTMENT OF HEALTH DIRECTOR 

Mr. Bishop reported that at the 11/13/14 BOS meeting, the Board took the following action: 

 

“Mr. Bishop made a motion to appoint Ms. Sonia Marino as the Director of Health/Sanitarian for the 

Town of Westbrook to begin on 1/6/15 @ $69,000 per year.  Mr. Ehlert seconded the motion.  The 

motion passed unanimously.” 

 

A letter was sent to the Commissioner at the State’s Department of Public Health recommending that 

Ms. Marino be appointed by the State.  A letter was received from the Commissioner today confirming 

Ms. Marino’s appointment as Director of Health/Sanitarian for the Town of Westbrook. 

 

No further action was taken. 

 

TERMINATION OF DR. BERNSTEIN – DIRECTOR OF HEALTH 
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Mr. Hall made a motion to end Dr. Jeff Bernstein’s appointment as Director of Health effective 1/12/15 

and to direct the First Selectman to file the appropriate paperwork with the State.  Mr. Ehlert seconded 

the motion.   Discussion followed. 

 

Mr. Bishop reported that he is awaiting a response from the State regarding the termination of Dr. 

Bernstein’s appointment as the Director of Health.  Upon direction from the State, the appropriate 

paperwork will be filed. 

 

Mr. Hall withdrew the motion. 

 

STATUS OF DICK LEIGHTON – DEPUTY FIRE CHIEF 

The status of Mr. Leighton’s responsibility to the Town of Westbrook was discussed.  Mr. Leighton’s 

contract in the Health Department ended on 12/31/14.  He is currently a Deputy Fire Marshal.  This item 

will be discussed at the next BOS meeting. 

 

APPROPRIATIONS/CONTINGENCY TRANSFERS 

Bridge Appropriations 

Mr. Ehlert made a motion to approve a Supplemental Appropriation in the amount of $150,151.97 for 

the rehabilitation of the Lynn Road Bridge and forward the request to the BOF and Town Meeting.  Mr. 

Bishop seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Mr. Ehlert made a motion to approve a Supplemental Appropriation in the amount of $443,507 for the 

rehabilitation of the Winthrop Road Bridge and forward the request to the BOF and Town Meeting.  Mr. 

Bishop seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT REPORT – Brownfields  

A report from the Economic Development Commission regarding possible uses of the former Turnpike 

Auto Wreckers property at 88 Pond Meadow Road was included in the BOS packet.  The list for potential 

uses of the property is as follows:  housing, commercial/lt. industrial and municipal. 

 

Mr. Crawford, EDC Chairman reported that an announcement from the State on Brownfields Grant is 

expected in the Spring. 

 

DIRECTOR OF FINANCE REPORT 

Mr. Urban reported that 2 bids were received on the Mazda truck.  The Town received $300 for the 

truck. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION – Possible Toby Hill Associates Acquisition  

Mr. Bishop made a motion to go into Executive Session at 6:47 to discuss the possible Toby Hill 

Associates Acquisition.  Invited in to Executive Session:  Meg Parulis, Tom Odell.  Mr. Hall seconded the 

motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Regular Session resumed at:  7:00 p.m. 

 

Mr. Hall made a motion to authorize the First Selectman to sign the Contract of Sale as proposed with a 

sale price of $598,000.00.  Mr. Bishop seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  

 

FIRST SELECTMAN’S REPORT 

Mr. Bishop reported that he met with Carl Fortuna, Old Saybrook First Selectman and Tom Odell, 

Conservation Commission Chairman regarding Westbrook’s involvement in The Preserve.  It is unlikely 

that Westbrook will be involved with management decisions.  Old Saybrook will be developing an 

inventory and usage study over the first 3 years.  Mr. Fortuna was open to proposals on stewardship at 

the trailhead.  The “closing” on The Preserve is scheduled for 2/2/15. 

 

Stormwater management, ECS funding and revenue were topics of conversation at the Annual COST 

Town Meeting on January 14th.  The meeting was attended by several representatives from Westbrook. 

 

Mr. Ehlert, via e-mail, requested that Mr. Leighton’s invoices be available for review at this evening’s 

meeting.  Since the notice was too short to assemble the requested information, Mr. Ehlert indicated 

that he would contact Mr. Urban to arrange for an appointment to review the information. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Mr. Bishop made a motion to approve the minutes from the 12/18/14 BOS meeting.  Mr. Hall seconded 

the motion.  Discussion followed. 



4 

 

 

Mr. Hall requested the status of the Town Garage Committee.  Mr. Bishop reported that the BOF 

requested that a meeting of the Town Garage Committee be convened to review the financial status of 

the project.  To date, no meeting has been scheduled. 

 

The motion passed unanimously. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. Bishop made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:18 p.m.  Mr. Hall seconded the motion.  The 

motion passed unanimously. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,     Attest, 

 

 

Suzanne Helchowski     Noel Bishop 

Administrative Assistant    First Selectman 


