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Westbrook Conservation Commission Regular Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, December 20, 2016 7:00 p.m. 

Mulvey Municipal Center - South Meeting Room 

 (Unapproved) 

Members Present 

Tom ODell, John Rie, Mike Oryl, Marty Marx and Ralph DePonte  

Ralph DePonte is now a Regular Member of the Conservation Commission. 

 

Excused Absences 

Randy Bell 

 

Call to Order 

Chairman Tom ODell called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Minutes- October 18, 2016 

 

MOTION: to approve the Conservation Commission’s Meeting Minutes of October 18, 2016 as 

presented. MADE: by J. Rie; SECONDED: by R. DePonte; VOTED IN FAVOR: M. Oryl, J. 

Rie, R. DePonte, M. Marx; OPPOSED: None; ABSTAINED: None: APPROVED: 4-0-0. 

 

Correspondence 

The following were received: Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Commission Minutes from 

10/4/2016, Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Corrected Minutes from 10/4/2016, Inland 

Wetlands and Watercourses Regular Meeting Minutes from 12/6/2016, Zoning Commission 

Corrected Minutes from 10/25/2016, and the 2017 Conservation Commission Meeting Schedule. 

 

MOTION: to approve the 2017 Conservation Commission Regular Meeting Schedule as 

presented. MADE: by J. Rie; SECONDED: by M. Marx; VOTED IN FAVOR: M. Oryl, J. Rie, 

R. DePonte, M. Marx; OPPOSED: None; ABSTAINED: None: APPROVED: 4-0-0. 

  

M. Oryl, T. ODell and R. Bell received letters dated 11/15/2016 notifying them of their 

reappointments with the Conservation Commission. Their terms all expire on 10/1/2019. 

 

The Commission received a copy of the CT Audubon Society’s “CT State of the Birds: Gains, 

Losses and the Prospect of Extinction” dated 2016. 

 

Chairman’s Report  
Draft Menunketesuck and Patchogue River Corridor Nonpoint Source Pollution Assessment 

Summary Report, Westbrook, CT, June 2016 by the CT River Coastal Conservation District. 

Final Report due in early January 2016will be used to prioritize sites for E&S control.  
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Open Space Program 

Preservation/Acquisition   

 Sciongay: Update 

>>The CT Department of Energy and Environmental Protection has notified the 

Commission that they intend to proceed with making an offer to acquire the remaining 

Sciongay 5.95 acres with 2 houses and 4 storage sheds contingent upon confirmation of 

commitment from Westbrook to raze the existing structures. 

>>On 12/21/2016, there will be a conference call with DEEP to try and set up a time line 

for obtaining a commitment and making an offer. 

>>The Board of Selectmen needs to be contacted to get their support for the additional 

demolition in Clinton and for what they need for funding assurance to make a 

commitment.  

T. ODell distributed a document he wrote entitled, “Demolition of structures on 

remaining 5.95 acre Sciongay property, proposed for acquisition by the CT DEEP draft 

summary 12/19/2016.” He explained in detail the background, structure demolition and 

abatement of hazardous material and rationale for town assisting DEEP with preservation 

of the 5.95 acre Sciongay II property on Chapman Mill Pond. 

 

MOTION: to request the Board of Selectmen’s support for DEEP to acquire the Sciongay 

5.95 acres with structures contingent on the funding being available for the demolition of 

structures not deemed usable by DEEP. MADE: by M. Marx; SECONDED: by M. Oryl; 

VOTED IN FAVOR: M. Oryl, J. Rie, M. Marx, R. De Ponte; OPPOSED: None; 

ABSTAINED: None: APPROVED: 4-0-0. 

 

>>To ensure there are sufficient funds, a hazardous waste assessment must be conducted 

to provide demolition/abatement contractors with reports so they can estimate abatement 

cost. We anticipate the cost of a preliminary assessment will be $3,500.00. At this time, 

the only source of funds is the Conservation Commission’s FY ’16 budget.  

 

MOTION: to utilize unspent funds in the Conservation Commission’s FY ‘16 budget, 

line items Conservation Open Space and Professional Services to fund hazardous waste 

assessments for demolition of structures on the 5.95 acre Sciongay property proposed to 

be acquired by DEEP. MADE: by M. Marx; SECONDED: by J. Rie; VOTED IN 

FAVOR: M. Oryl, J. Rie, M. Marx, R. DePonte; OPPOSED: None; ABSTAINED: None: 

APPROVED: 4-0-0. 

  

Commissioners discussed obtaining access to the Westbrook’s easement so that it will 

extend beyond emergency access only.  

 

T. ODell distributed a property survey entitled, “Remaining land of Harriet Sciongay, as 

Trustee of the Harriet Sciongay Revocable Trust Under Agreement Dated 4/14/2016 

#83 Chapman Mill Pond Road, Clinton & Westbrook, CT.” 
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Management   

 Trail Maps 
Salt Island Overlook and Chapman Mill Pond maps are difficult to keep in stock on site. 

Horse Hill Woods maps are not as difficult to keep up with. Help is needed to keeps maps 

stocked on site. T. ODell asked if any Commissioners would volunteer to help with this. 

R. DePonte volunteered to help.  

 

Old Business  

 Christman Conservation Restriction: Update 

There was nothing new to report.  

 

 Zoning Referral: ZC2016-009-11 & 13 Meadowbrook Road Extension 

Proposed Zone Change from Medium Density Residential to Planned Residential 

Development District. The Zoning Commission’s Public Hearing on 8/23/2016- 

Update 

The Zoning Commission did not approve this referral. There was no appeal, and no 

further action will be taken. 

 

 Kirtland Landing Project: Update 

A 20 page contract spelling out responsibilities was just received. Further clarification is 

needed from USFWS regarding Town’s responsibility. 

 

New Business 

 

 Conservation Commission Fiscal Year 2017 and Fiscal Year 2018 Work Plan  

Commissioners received a Conservation Commission Draft Work Plan 2017-2018 in 

their packets. It was broken down into the following sections: Priority Objectives Over 

the Next 15 Months, Annual Management Tasks FY’17 & FY’18, General Open Space 

Conservation Areas FY’17 & FY’18, Toby Hill Forest FY’18 Budget, Horse Hill Woods 

‘FY 17 Budget, Chapman Mill Pond FY’17 & FY’18 Budget, Salt Island FY’17 & 

FY’18 Budget, Kirtland Landing FY’17 & FY’18 Budget, Menunketesuck and Patchogue 

Rivers Nonpoint Source Pollution Mitigation Planning Report. This was funded in 

FY’16, and it will be available in January 2017. Recommendations will be made for 

priority sites for mitigation. 

 

 Draft Fiscal Year 2017 Budget: Discuss and Vote 

Commissioners received the Draft 2017-2018 Budget Dated 12/13/2016 with the 

following line items: Part Time Payroll for the Recording Clerk, Temporary Pay: 

Supplies: Contractual Services (Environmental): Conservation Open Space; Mulvey 

River Bank and Dues: Proposed 2017-2018 Budget = $20,858 

 

There is no increase over the 2016-2017 budget. 

 

There was discussion about the costs for the Open Space parking areas. 
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R. DePonte suggested maps of all of the trails be brought into each of the areas, so the 

public will become aware of all of the other open spaces in town. For example, Chapman 

Mill Pond will have information about Horse Hill Woods, Toby Hill, etc. 

 

MOTION: to accept the Conservation Commission draft FY 2017 budget as presented. 

MADE: by J. Rie; SECONDED: by R. DePonte; VOTED IN FAVOR: M. Oryl, J. Rie, 

M. Marx, R. DePonte; OPPOSED: None; ABSTAINED: None: APPROVED: 4-0-0. 

 

 Conservation Commission Outline for Town Website 

T. ODell would like to make more information available on the Town Website. He will 

email Commissioners the information he would like posted on the web site for their 

review, and they can discuss it at the next Conservation Commission meeting. The 

information currently on the town web site is very minimal.  

 

Reports:  Planning, Zoning, Inland Wetlands, Harbor, Town Center, Adopt-A-Spot 

 

MOTION: to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 p.m. until the next Regularly Scheduled 

Meeting of the Westbrook Conservation Commission which will be on Tuesday, January 

17, 2017 at 7:00 P.M. in the South Meeting Room of the Mulvey Municipal Center, 866 

Boston Post Road. MADE by J. Rie; SECONDED: by M. Marx; VOTED IN FAVOR: J. 

Rie, R. DePonte, M Marx, M. Oryl. OPPOSED: None; ABSTAINED: None: 

APPROVED: 4-0-0. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 Kathleen King, Recording Clerk 

 

cc: Planning Commission, Zoning Commission, Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Commission 
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