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Westbrook Conservation Commission Regular Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, November 19, 2013 7:00 p.m.

Mulvey Municipal Center - South Meeting Room
 (Approved)

Members Present
Tom ODell, Bob Peterson, Randy Bell, Marty Marx, John Rie, Mike Oryl, Don Harger

Call to Order
Chairman Tom ODell called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Minutes- October 15, 2013

MOTION: to approve the minutes of October 15, 2013 as presented. MADE: by M. Marx; 
SECONDED: by R. Bell; VOTED IN FAVOR: B. Peterson, M. Marx, J. Rie, M. Oryl, R. Bell, 
D. Harger; OPPOSED: none; ABSTAINED: none: APPROVED: 6-0-0.

Bills

MOTION: to pay $144.95 to Kathleen Noyes, Conservation Commission Recording 
Clerk. ;MADE: by M. Oryl; SECONDED: by D. Harger; VOTED IN FAVOR: B. Peterson, M. 
Marx, J. Rie, R. Bell, M. Oryl, D. Harger; OPPOSED: none; ABSTAINED: none: 
APPROVED: 6-0-0.

Correspondence

The following correspondence was received: 10/22/2013 Zoning Commission Regular Meeting 
Minutes, Inland Wetland Agent’s report for October, a thank you letter from the CT Land 
Conservation Council for membership and the CACIWC (CT Association of Conservation and 
Inland Wetlands Commissions) Habitat newsletter for fall 2013.

T. ODell made copies of all of the town ordinances that detail the responsibilities and rights of 
the Conservation Commission for the Commissioners.

Chairman’s Report
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The Chairman will give his report as he updates Commissioners on each topic.

Open Space Program
  
Russo and Miele: Executive Session

MOTION: to enter into Executive Session. MADE: by J. Rie; SECONDED: by D. Harger; 
VOTED IN FAVOR: B. Peterson, M. Marx, J. Rie, M. Oryl, R. Bell, D. Harger; OPPOSED: 
none; ABSTAINED: none: APPROVED: 6-0-0.

MOTION: to exit Executive Session. MADE: by D. Harger; SECONDED: by R. Bell; 
VOTED IN FAVOR: B. Peterson, M. Marx, J. Rie, M. Oryl, R. Bell, D. Harger; OPPOSED: 
none; ABSTAINED: none: APPROVED: 6-0-0.

MOTION: to pay $10,000.00 to lock in the purchase price of the Miele property with the 
contingency  that the price of the property remains $250,000.00 until October 31, 2014. MADE: 
by J. Rie; SECONDED: by D. Harger; VOTED IN FAVOR: B. Peterson, M. Marx, J. Rie, M. 
Oryl, R. Bell, D. Harger; OPPOSED: none; ABSTAINED: none: APPROVED: 6-0-0.

Russo Property Vote: See Attachments and Review

T. ODell encouraged Commissioners to come to the Special Town Meeting on Thursday, 
November 21, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. at the Mulvey Municipal Center, 866 Boston Post Road. The 
first item on the agenda is to appropriate the sum of $750,000.00 from the DEP Open Space 
Fund to the Open Space Property Acquisition fund for 143 acres on Horse Hill Road to be 
preserved as Open Space as recommended in the 2011 Plan of Conservation and Development. 

T. ODell has open space literature to distribute at the meeting as well as photos to hang up at the 
meeting for residents so they can see larger pictures of  the land including vernal pools, forest, 
etc.

Chapman Mill Pond 

>> Emergency Road Repair: Work Completed; additional work invoiced

Rick Potvin from the US Fish and Wildlife Service walked the property with T. ODell, and he 
was pleased with the work that was done. The grant money for this project was to be used to 
protect the vernal pools and the organisms living in the vernal pools. The logs that could drop 
into the vernal pools were removed. The remaining grant money has been used to put water bars 
in the roads. T. ODell said the road is now very passable.

>>Eagle Scout project – proposed bridge; Update

Boy Scout Michael Schneider received a design from Professional Engineer Tom Elliot. 

Salt Island 
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T. ODell submitted an article about Salt Island to Westbrook Events Magazine.

>>Wayside Signs: Final Design

T. ODell showed Commissioners the final design for the Westbrook Barrier Islands signs. One 
will be placed on middle beach and the other in the parking lot at the main beach. Audobon 
awarded a grant to the Conservation Commission for this sign, and another grant was given by 
the USFWLS. There is a bar code on the signs so people can use their smart phones to access 
further information.

>>Management Guidelines: Update

R. Potvin offered to create a mangement plan for Salt Island for the Conservation Commission. 
He gave T. ODell habitat and management plans for Sandy Point Island as examples. 
Commissioners reviewed these plans.

MOTION: to accept Rick Potvin’s offer to create a management plan for Salt  Island. MADE: 
by J. Rie; SECONDED: by D. Harger; VOTED IN FAVOR: M. Marx, J. Rie, M. Oryl, R. Bell, 
B. Peterson, D. Harger; OPPOSED: none; ABSTAINED: none: APPROVED: 6-0-0.

>>Storm Damage Restoration: Funding source
T. ODell reported that the USFWLS is putting together a grant that will include Salt Island. J. 
Rie noted that there are different grants in the works.
T. ODell said he would like to take pictures of the different sides of  Salt Island later this week. J. 
Rie offered to go with him. 

>>Friends of Barrier Islands: Update – John Rie

J. Rie said they have a small core of people in the Friends of Barrier Islands group, and they 
would welcome more. He is hoping a DEEP representative will attend one of their future 
meetings. The group would like to make the rules for all three islands the same. It currently is not 
clear what the rules are for all three islands. The group has discussed human use of the islands. J. 
Rie and T. ODell shared information about possible funding sources.

Salt Island Overlook: As needed

Marty Marx, Jr. was not able to work at Salt Island Overlook. T. ODell would like to have some 
cutting done there.
 
Old Business

The Preserve: Fund raising hikes
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There are hikes scheduled for “The Preserve.” The Trust for Public Land will be educating the 
public about the importance of keeping this property as undeveloped open space.

Kirtland Landing Restoration: Update

T. ODell had nothing new to report.

New Business: 

Budget 2013-2014 DRAFT

T. ODell reviewed and discussed the 2013 budget line items with Commissioners. They talked 
about which items should be increased and which should  be decreased for 2014. They noted that 
the management plan and the addition of the Russo property may merit a budget increase. T. 
ODell will e-mail Commissioners the 2014 draft for their review and comment. They will need 
to vote on the budget at their December meeting.

EPA Merit Award

A representative from the EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) suggested that the Sciongays 
be nominated for an EPA Merit Award for all they’ve done to care for and maintain the dam at 
Chapman Mill Pond.

MOTION: to nominate the Sciongays for an EPA Merit Award. MADE: by R. Bell; 
SECONDED: by M. Oryl; VOTED IN FAVOR: M. Marx, J. Rie, M. Oryl, R. Bell, B. Peterson, 
D. Harger; OPPOSED: none; ABSTAINED: none: APPROVED: 6-0-0.

Reports
Planning Commission 
Zoning Commission
Inland Wetlands Commission
Harbor Commission  - J. Rie said the Harbor Commission is still working on the Harbor 
Management Plan. They are hoping to finalize their draft next week and submit it to the 
DEEP for their comment and review.
Town Center Committee
Adopt –A- Spot – J. Rie reported that “Adopt-A-Spot” is up to 47 spots.

MOTION: to adjourn the meeting at 8:38 p.m. until the next Regularly  Scheduled Meeting of 
the Westbrook Conservation Commission which will be on Tuesday, December 17, 2013 at 7:00 
P.M. in the South Meeting Room of the Mulvey Municipal Center, 866 Boston Post Road. 
MADE: by M. Marx; SECONDED: by D. Harger; VOTED IN FAVOR: M. Marx, B. Peterson, 
D. Harger, R. Bell, J. Rie, D. Harger; OPPOSED: none; ABSTAINED: none.; APPROVED: 
6-0-0.
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 Respectfully Submitted,

 Kathleen Noyes
 Recording Clerk

 cc:   Planning Commission
  Zoning Commission
  Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Commission
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