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Westbrook Conservation Commission Regular Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, September 16, 2014 7:00 p.m.

Mulvey Municipal Center - South Meeting Room
 (Unapproved)

Members Present
Tom ODell, Randy Bell, Bob Peterson, Marty Marx, Mike Oryl, Don Harger, John Rie

Conservation Commission’s representative to the Inland Wetlands and Watercourses 
Commission, Ralph Deponte.

Call to Order
Chairman Tom ODell called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Minutes- August 19, 2014

MOTION: to approve the minutes of August 19, 2014 as presented. MADE: by R. Bell; 
SECONDED: by D. Harger; VOTED IN FAVOR: R. Bell, John Rie, B. Peterson, M. Marx, M. 
Oryl, D. Harger; OPPOSED: none; ABSTAINED: none: APPROVED: 6-0-0.

Bills

MOTION: to pay $59.38 to Kathleen Noyes, Conservation Commission Recording 
Clerk. ;MADE: by M. Oryl; SECONDED: by D. Harger; VOTED IN FAVOR: B. Peterson, R. 
Bell, D. Harger, M. Marx, J. Rie, M. Oryl; OPPOSED: none; ABSTAINED: none: 
APPROVED: 6-0-0.

Correspondence

The following correspondence was received: Corrected Meeting Minutes for the Inland Wetlands 
and Watercourses Commission Meeting of 7/1/14, Regular Meeting Minutes for the IWWC 
Meetings of 8/5/14 and 9/2/14, Corrected Meeting Minutes for the Zoning Commission  Meeting 
of 7/22/14, Regular Meeting Minutes for the Zoning Commission Meeting of  8/26/14, and the 
Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Agent’s Report for August 2014.

Chairman’s Report 

The Chairman’s report will be covered under the agenda items below.

Open Space Program
  
Open Space Management: Intern wrap up report.

T. O’Dell distributed an Open Space Management Report – Intern Activity May 20 to September 
9, 2014 for interns David Carney and Marty Marx, Jr. This was an itemized report detailing what 
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the interns accomplished for Chapman Mill Pond, Horse Hill Woods, Salt Island Overlook, 
Mulvey Environmental Education Walkway and Patrol Barrier Islands.

Trail Maps: CRCCD GPS Project

Sometime in October, the CT River Coastal Conservation District will GPS the walking trails in 
Salt Island Overlook and the new trails in Chapman Mill Pond. The new trail on the Russo 
Property has already been GPS’d. 
The Salt Island Overlook walking trails will be named, and those trail names will be on the trail 
map.

Salt Island: Management
 >>Barrier Island Flyer - Outreach

Jacquie Lebel distributed flyers to the area marinas. Next spring when the Council of Beaches 
resumes meetings, more flyers can be distributed.

>>Increased surveillance patrols/visitor survey 

Dave Russell will be returning surveys soon so the information can be compiled for Audubon. 
During the summer, surveillance patrols were on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays because Town 
Constables weren’t available to accompany the boat drivers on the other days of the week.

T. ODell asked Audobon if they would be willing to allow the Conservation Commission to use 
the $1,800.00 that was not used this summer for increased surveillance patrols for next year. This 
money would cover the costs of gas and payment for the boat driver.

>>Signs and Fencing 

Commissioners mentioned that the poison ivy signs were very much appreciated by the public.

Toby Hill Phase VII: Update

The Board of Selectmen approved $10,000.00 on 8/28/14 for an appraisal for Toby Hill Phase 
VII. On 9/17/14 the Board of Finance meets and will vote on whether or not to approve that 
$10,000.00. T. ODell plans to attend the Board of Finance meeting to answer any questions the 
BOF may have.

If the BOF approves $10,000.00 at their 9/17/14 meeting, there is a contract pending for a short 
appraisal which would cost $1,200.00. T. ODell stated that the $1,200.00 appraisal would give 
them a good sense of the value of the conservation sale. The Planning Commission supports an 
appraisal of the property.

T. ODell emphsized the importance of purchasing the land to protect the water resources.
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T. ODell is anticipating announcement of DEEP Open Space grant awards in October and hopes 
town’s Miele/Russo application for $500,000 will be approved.

MOTION: to approve $1,200.00 of the $10,000.00 approved by the Board of Selectmen 
pending approval of the $10,000.00 by the Board of Finance for the appraisal of Toby Hill Phase 
VII. ;MADE: by R. Bell; SECONDED: by D. Harger; VOTED IN FAVOR: B. Peterson, R. 
Bell, D. Harger, M. Marx, J. Rie, M. Oryl; OPPOSED: none; ABSTAINED: none: 
APPROVED: 6-0-0.

Friends of Westbrook’s Barrier Islands: update 

J. Rie said the group is going to discuss a winter meeting schedule. They are thinking about 
submitting a member recruitment article to the “Harbor News” in March to get the word out 
about the work the Friends of Westbrook’s Barrier Islands group is doing.

Old Business

Mulvey Canoe/Kayak launch and dock: - Draft Design

The Committee met with the engineer from DOCKO to review a draft of the Mulvey Canoe/
Kayak launch and dock. The plan entitled, “New Waterfront Public Access Facilities Patchogue 
River” was dated 8/20/2014. The plan will be going to the Harbor Commission for approval. T. 
ODell reviewed the plan with Commissioners.

J. Rie asked if the DEEP has reviewed the plan yet. T. ODell said the DEEP has not yet reviewed 
it.

MOTION: to approve the plan for the Mulvey Canoe/Kayak launch and dock entitled, “New 
Waterfront Public Access Facilities Patchogue River” dated 8/20/14. ;MADE: by M. Marx; 
SECONDED: by B. Peterson; VOTED IN FAVOR: B. Peterson, R. Bell, D. Harger, M. Marx, 
J. Rie, M. Oryl; OPPOSED: none; ABSTAINED: none: APPROVED: 6-0-0.

Zoning Referrals: Public Hearing July 22, 2014: ZC2014-012-  36 Westbrook Place: update

The Public Hearing was held on 8/27/14. T. ODell has not yet received the Zoning Commission 
minutes from that meeting, so he could not report on the action taken.

Zoning Referral: ZC2014-003- 1961 Boston Post Road: update

The Chapman Beach Association submitted an appeal regarding the zone change. No court 
action has yet been taken. 

Eagle Scout Projects: Updates
 
>>Matthew Cyr – CMP Entrance Switch Back Trail/Vernal Pool Education
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T. ODell had nothing new to report from Matthew Cyr. He plans to talk to M. Cyr about 
increasing the number of markings on the trail especially in the northerly direction. 

>>Harry Ruppenicker – Natural Heritage Tour Map

T. ODell met twice with Harry and Darlene Briggs who is making the map. The draft of the 12 
sites and 3 Barrier Islands is almost finished. The deadline is October 18, 2014.

New Business 

MOTION: to add Zoning Referral ZC2014-019 Proposed Regulation Amendment – New 
Section 8.27.00 – Town of Westbrook Application for Proposed Regulation for Solar Energy 
Projects to tonight’s Conservation Commission agenda. ;MADE: by  D. Harger; SECONDED: 
by J. Rie; VOTED IN FAVOR: B. Peterson, R. Bell, D. Harger, M. Marx, J. Rie, M. Oryl; 
OPPOSED: none; ABSTAINED: none: APPROVED: 6-0-0.

The Public Hearing on the proposed amendment will be held on 9/23/14 at 7:00 at the Zoning 
Commission’s meeting.

T. ODell shared with Commissioners the Draft Proposed Amendment to Section 8.27.00 of the 
Zoning Regulations ZC2014-019 Concerning Accessory Solar Energy Systems dated 8/19/14.

M. Marx encouraged Commissioners to attend the solar energy workshop being held in 
Westbrook on 10/7/14 from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at the Westbrook High School.

MOTION: to support the Westbrook Solar Challenge. MADE: by M. Marx; SECONDED: by 
J. Rie; VOTED IN FAVOR: B. Peterson, R. Bell, D. Harger, M. Marx, J. Rie, M. Oryl; 
OPPOSED: none; ABSTAINED: none: APPROVED: 6-0-0.

Reports

Planning Commission 
Zoning Commission
Inland Wetlands Commission  - R. Deponte reported that IWW Commissioners 
discussed the area behind First Niagra Bank because there is a bent pipe that needs to be 
replaced. 

Harbor Commission  - J. Rie has resigned from the Harbor Commission. Gary Nolf has 
agreed to replace J. Rie as the Conservation Commission’s Representative to the Harbor 
Commission. T. ODell will talk with G. Nolf to confirm his interest in this position, and 
then he will arrange to have G. Nolf officially appointed. 

MOTION: to ask Gary Nolf to replace John Rie as the Conservation Commission’s 
Representative to the Harbor Commission. MADE: by J. Rie; SECONDED: by M. Oryl; 
VOTED IN FAVOR: B. Peterson, R. Bell, D. Harger, M. Marx, J. Rie, M. Oryl; 
OPPOSED: none; ABSTAINED: none: APPROVED: 6-0-0.
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Town Center Committee
Adopt –A- Spot 

MOTION: to adjourn the meeting at 8:08 p.m. until the next Regularly  Scheduled Meeting of 
the Westbrook Conservation Commission which will be on Tuesday, October 21, 2014 at 7:00 
P.M. in the South Meeting Room of the Mulvey Municipal Center, 866 Boston Post Road. 
MADE: by  M. Marx; SECONDED: by D. Harger; VOTED IN FAVOR: B. Peterson, J. Rie, M. 
Marx, M. Oryl, D. Harger, R. Bell; OPPOSED: none; ABSTAINED: none.; APPROVED: 
6-0-0.

 Respectfully Submitted,

 Kathleen Noyes
 Recording Clerk

 cc:   Planning Commission
  Zoning Commission
  Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Commission
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