
Page 1 of 3 
AD-HOC ENERGY COMMITTEE 

SPECIAL MEETING CORRECTED MINUTES – JULY 20, 2016 
 

Minutes of the Special Meeting of the Energy Committee held on July 20, 2016. 
 

Members Present: Chairman Chris Ehlert, Bill Fish, Darlene Briggs, Bill Fredrickson, Richard White and Jill 
Brainerd. 
 
Members Absent: Lesley Wysocki. 
 
Call to Order: 
The meeting was called to order at 4:02 p.m. by Chairman Chris Ehlert. 
 

Review and Approval of Minutes:   
Upon a motion by Richard White, seconded by Darlene Briggs, it was: 
VOTED: Unanimously to have Secretary Kelemen file the notes from the May 25, 2016 gathering, as amended. 
Upon a motion by Bill Fish, seconded by Darlene Briggs, it was: 
VOTED: To approve the minutes of March 23, 2016, as distributed. (Richard White abstained from the vote). 
 
Clean Energy Community – Update: 

a. HES and HES-IE vendor communication: 
Bill Fish contacted Mr. Green from NECS and informed him that his company will be the primary 
vendor for the Town of Westbrook. Mr. Fish received an e-mail from John Greeno of NECS asking if we 
have considered doing a press release because the HES co-pay will increase on September 1st to 
$124.00 from $99.00. If we start the workshops and seminars we could get people involved prior to the 
increase. They are willing to draft a press release and run it by the Eversource Marketing Staff.  If we 
would like to start planning these events, we need to let them know as soon as possible so they can get 
the dates on their calendar. 
 
Bill Fish also received a communication from CRT who stated that will not donate a $25.00 fee for each 
application received. Mr. Fish informed them that it was voted that they be our secondary vendor for 
those who go through Westbrook Social Services for heating assistance.   
 
A second e-mail was received from Mr. Greeno that states that they have been working with a church 
group in the Town of Bloomfield that has raised money to help cover the co-pay for those residents 
who are over 60 and whose income falls between 61 and 70% of the state median income. These are 
people who earn just enough to not qualify for HES-IE. He is wondering if this is something that 
Westbrook would be interested in. Mr. Greeno also talked about a tiered insulation pricing campaign 
for the Town of Woodbridge that became a town wide challenge to drive insulation sales.  
 
Mr. Greeno stated that he had gone on to our town website to look at a calendar of events to see if we 
could utilize any of the events to our advantage, but he could not find anything on the website.  We 
can plan workshops and/or events with Lantern or CRT.  

 
b. Portfolio Manager: 

Bill Fish and Chris Ehlert have a follow-up consultation with the ICF Consultant which will be a skype 
call so if anyone is interested in participating, let Chris know and he will get the information needed to 
participate. The call will also include information on our future plan.   
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HES and IE Marketing Updates: 
There was discussion regarding ways to market the HES and IE. It was decided to do a press release to let the 
residents of town know that the committee is continuing its work on HES and that the fee will be increasing 
from $99 to $124 on September 1, 2016. Chairman Ehlert will contact Becky Coffey of the Harbor News to 
discuss a news article.  There is some money left in the budget to do a mailing. Jill Brainerd will look into the 
cost of a mailing.  
 
Other ideas for marketing: 

 Reach out to residents of Jenson’s park.  They have a strict “no soliciting” policy in the park so Chris will 
contact someone there to see how we can reach out to their residents. The park will probably be 
willing to work with us when they understand that this is financially beneficial to seniors.  

 Youth and Family Services is willing to place literature in there lobby area and bring info to any of their 
events that it would be appropriate.  

 Subsidized Housing: Jill Brainerd to find out contact information for Safe Harbor, Worthington Manor 
and Ambleside and get to Chris so he can make contact. Darlene Briggs will contact VISTA to see if 
there is any interest.  

 Other ideas: School Open House nights; churches and religious groups (Richard White will contact St. 
Marks Church, Darlene Briggs will contact St. Pauls and Bill Fish will contact the Congregational 
Church), Social Service help days which are held in Clinton and Old Saybrook (Chris will contact Youth 
and Family Services and Social Services); Westbrook Elks (Richard White will contact the Elks); 
Westbrook Library (Chris will contact Lew Daniels; Park & Rec (Friday night concerts on the green and 
the Halloween Party)(Chris has been in contact with Rich Annino regarding these events and will 
continue to communicate with him). It was suggested to maybe do one or two concerts on the green 
because it is usually the same people who attend every week; Senior Center (Jill Brainerd to contact); 
YMCA (Darlene Briggs to contact); Shoreline Soup Kitchen (Richard White and Bill Fish to contact); 
Congregational Church Fair on the green (Bill Fish to learn more about this); School Events (Work with 
Lesley Wysocki); Fire Department Halloween Party (Jill Brainerd to contact the Fire Department); 
Westbrook Foundation – submit application for a grant to help off-set the cost for those in need; Boy 
Scouts Troop 38 (Richard White will contact). 

 Bill Frederickson stated that a vendor had knocked his door to promote their company. Maybe this is 
something the committee should pursue. 

 
We will need contact information from John Greeno for the press release. Bill Fish will contact him for this 
information.  
 
Committee Member Updates: 

 Bill Fish: Has spoken with Elliott Hitchcock of AEGIS regarding the solar panels the town has earned. He 
will be doing a site walk of the DPW Building to see if the panels would work there. Mr. Fish will 
contact John Riggio to discuss the roof warranty and whether it would be voided if the panels were 
installed on the roof. John Riggio is currently on vacation, so the Administrative Assistant will be 
contacted to let her know that someone will be coming to look at the roof. 

 Jill Brainerd: Stated that she has received 2 proposals for the lighting fixtures at the Town Hall and she 
has asked to be provided with samples of the fixtures. 
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We will discuss ZREC Program at the next meeting. We also need to follow up on Zoning Regulations for solar 
panels on roofs, as well as ground panels. 
 
The next meeting will be a Special Meeting to be held on September 28, 2016 at 4:00July 20, 2016 at 4:00 p.m. 
 
Adjournment: 
Upon a motion by Darlene Briggs, seconded by Bill Frederickson, it was: 
VOTED: Unanimously to adjourn at 5:44 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
__________________________________________ 

Kathleen H. Kelemen 
As transcribed from tape of the meeting. 
 
NOTE: All changes indicated in bold, underlined and italicized print. 


