
Westbrook Conservation Commission Regular Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, July 15, 2014 7:00 p.m.

Mulvey Municipal Center - South Meeting Room
 (Approved)

Members Present
Tom ODell, Randy Bell, Bob Peterson, Marty Marx, Mike Oryl, Don Harger, John Rie (arrived 
at 7:02 p.m.)

Call to Order
Chairman Tom ODell called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

MOTION: to add Toby Hill Associates Proposal under New Business. MADE: by D. Harger; 
SECONDED: by M. Marx; VOTED IN FAVOR: R. Bell, B. Peterson, M. Marx, M. Oryl, D. 
Harger; OPPOSED: none; ABSTAINED: none: APPROVED: 5-0-0.

Minutes- June 17, 2014

MOTION: to approve the minutes of June 17, 2014 as presented. MADE: by D. Harger; 
SECONDED: by R. Bell; VOTED IN FAVOR: R. Bell, B. Peterson, M. Marx, M. Oryl, D. 
Harger; OPPOSED: none; ABSTAINED: none: APPROVED: 5-0-0.

Bills

MOTION: to pay $251.79 to Kathleen Noyes, Conservation Commission Recording 
Clerk. ;MADE: by M. Oryl; SECONDED: by D. Harger; VOTED IN FAVOR: B. Peterson, R. 
Bell, D. Harger, M. Marx, M. Oryl; OPPOSED: none; ABSTAINED: none: APPROVED: 
5-0-0.

Correspondence

The following were received: Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Commission Regular Meeting 
Minutes of 6/3/2014, Zoning Commission Regular Meeting Minutes from  6/24/14 and 7/7/2014, 
the Inland Wetland Agent’s report for June and a notice about a Trail Ride/Walk & BBQ being 
held on 8/23/2014 in Deep River sponsored by the Bridle Path Conservancy & the Lower CT 
River Valley Horsemen’s Club.

Chairman’s Report -CT Trails Day Hikes

The purchase of the white pine trees approved at the 6/17/14 meeting to be planted at Salt Island 
Overlook were planted on 6/18/14. T. ODell shared photos of the trees with Commissioners.



Open Space Program
  
Trail Signs: Update: T. ODell ordered 10 blue trail signs with Hiking Trail in white for a total of 
$227.50. These were the signs M. Marx showed Commissioners on his computer at the 6/17/14 
Conservation Commission meeting.

Chapman Mill Pond: Trail Work: T. ODell said commission interns plan to finish the northern 
trail and cut invasive plants once the weather cooperates.

Horse Hill Woods I & II: Trail Work: Trail work will begin once the weather cooperates. Trail 
paint is now available to mark trails.

Trail Maps: Update GPS Project: The maps are still being worked on. They are not yet ready to 
be put on the web site.

Salt Island: Management
>>Island Keeper Training: Training was held on 7/1/14. Commissioners D. Harger and T. 
ODell took the course as well as the Conservation Commission’s intern Dave Carney.
>>Barrier Island Flyer-Outreach: T. ODell distributed the US Fish & Wildlife Service’s flyer 
on the Westbrook Barrier Islands to Commissioners. He also dropped some off at Water’s Edge. 
The two sided flyer has many colored photos as well as history about the Barrier Islands. There 
is a lot of information about the different types of shorebirds, how to protect their nesting areas 
and reasons explaining why this is so important.
>>Increased surveillance patrols: visitor survey: The Westbrook Barrier Islands Patrol Boat 
Visitor Survey was revised to make it easier to recording. All 3 islands are now on one side of a 
page. T. ODell dropped some of these surveys off at the Constable’s Office and will meet with 
Dave Russell, Patrol Boat operator, 5PM Wed. July 16th

Friends of Westbrook’s Barrier Islands: update – J. Rie reported that the group is hoping for 
more volunteers particulary for the Island Keepers program.

>>Be a Good Egg Program: J. Rie said the program is moving along nicely. Water’s Edge 
requested information on the “Be a Good Egg Program”, and this information was delivered by 
Audubon. 
Old Business

Zoning Referrals: Public Hearing July 22, 2014: ZC2014-012-  36 Westbrook Place: Special 
Permit for removal of existing building, construction new building

T. ODell went to the Zoning Office today. The building is going to be taken down and re-built 
into an office building. T. ODell showed Commissioners a Coastal Site Plan and the Utility, 



Grading & Septic Plan designed by Indigo Land Design, LLC dated 4/11/2014 and the Proposed 
Office Building Floor Plans and Exterior Elevations prepared by KV Designs dated 5/16/2014. 

MOTION: Recommend that design of new building to be in keeping with the style of the old 
building. ;MADE: by  R. Bell; SECONDED: by  D. Harger; VOTED IN FAVOR: B. Peterson, 
R. Bell, J. Rie, D. Harger, M. Marx, M. Oryl; OPPOSED: none; ABSTAINED: none: 
APPROVED: 6-0-0.

Zoning Referral: ZC2014-007-Proposed Regulation Amendment –Section 5.00.00-changes 
to Floodplain Management Regulations to comply with new building code: Commissioners 
have no comment at this time. 

Zoning Referral: ZC2014-003- 1961 Boston Post Road: Proposed Zone Map change on 
parcel #113 from Neighborhood Commercial to Planned Residential Development.
This matter is pending a vote on 7/22/2014. One of the residents within 500’ of the development 
put together a petition to oppose the zoning change. All of the signatures were authenticated. T. 
ODell explained that with a petition, 4 out of the 5 Commissioners would need to vote in favor 
of the Planned Residential Development instead of a typical majority vote.

Eagle Scout Projects: Updates
>>Michael Schneider – Chapman Mill Pond Bridge: Bridge has been constructed. Tom Elliot 
designed the bridge and supervised the construction. T. ODell took pictures of it which he shared 
with Commissioners. The Building Inspector James Smali approved the bridge on 7/14/14. 
>>Matthew Cyr – CMP Entrance Switch Back Trail/Vernal Pool Education
Matthew Cyr helped M. Schnieder to complete his bridge project. T. ODell brought up the idea 
of asking M. Cyr to build stairs instead of the switch back. Commissioners discussed the pros 
and cons of this.
>>Harry Ruppenicker – Natural Heritage Tour Map
T. ODell explained that the Director of Finance needs to be informed if the scout applies for a 
grant, and the Board of Selectmen needs to request appropriation for grant funds. The BOS 
approved the appropriation and forwarded to Board of Finance for their approval on 7/16/14. T. 
ODell has asked H. Ruppenicker to attend this meeting. If this is approved, the money will be 
available for use for the Natural Heritage Tour Map.

Conservation Commission appointment to Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Commission 
(Ralph Deponte)
This matter will be on the 7/21/14 Special Meeting of the Board of Selectmen Agenda. B. 
Peterson suggested that R. Deponte be added to the Conservation Commission as an alternate. 
This would make 8 members of the Conservation Commission. T. ODell said he would look into 
this further to see what the rules are in adding an additional member.

New Business 



Toby Hill Proposal

T. ODell, Town Planner Meg Parulis and First Selectman Noel Bishop met with Toby Hill 
Associates July 15th at their request to discuss potential acquisition of Toby Hill Phase VII with 
the approved 38 lots and unimproved roadways for an estimated “bargain sale” cost of 
$850,000.00 to $950,000.00.

T. ODell handed out a fact sheet with considerations for this purchase which include protecting 
the water quality and quantity and long term economic cosiderations.

Support for this project will, in part. depend on the arguments presented.Commissioners 
discussed the pros and cons of this purchase. 
MOTION: to support the appraisal of this land for consideration of purchase and continued 
discussion. ;MADE: by  M. Marx; SECONDED: by R. Bell; VOTED IN FAVOR: B. Peterson, 
R. Bell, J. Rie, D. Harger, M. Marx, M. Oryl; OPPOSED: none; ABSTAINED: none: 
APPROVED: 6-0-0.

T. ODell is planning to complete the Open Space Plan to assist in demonstrating need for the 
preservation of land that protects water quality and quantity.

Reports
 

Planning Commission 
Zoning Commission
Inland Wetlands Commission  
Harbor Commission – J. Rie reported that the Harbor Management Plan has been 
approved.
Town Center Committee
Adopt –A- Spot 


