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Westbrook Conservation Commission Regular Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, June 17, 2014 7:00 p.m.

Mulvey Municipal Center - South Meeting Room
 (Approved)

Members Present
Tom ODell, Randy Bell, Bob Peterson, Marty Marx, Mike Oryl, Don Harger

Excused Absences
John Rie

There was one member of the public present, Jacqui Lebel.
Ralph Deponte, the potential Conservation Commission appointment to the Inland Wetlands 
&Watercourses Commission was present as well.

Call to Order
Chairman Tom ODell called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Minutes- May 20, 2014

MOTION: to approve the minutes of May 20, 2014 as presented. MADE: by  M. Marx; 
SECONDED: by D. Harger; VOTED IN FAVOR: R. Bell, B. Peterson, M. Marx, M. Oryl, D. 
Harger; OPPOSED: none; ABSTAINED: none: APPROVED: 5-0-0.

Bills

MOTION: to pay $217.46 to Kathleen Noyes, Conservation Commission Recording 
Clerk. ;MADE: by M. Oryl; SECONDED: by M. Marx; VOTED IN FAVOR: B. Peterson, R. 
Bell, D. Harger, M. Marx, M. Oryl; OPPOSED: none; ABSTAINED: none: APPROVED: 
5-0-0.

Correspondence

T. ODell announced that he received word that the town did not receive the National Fish and 
Wildlife Foundation grant.
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Chairman’s Report -CT Trails Day Hikes

Town Planner Meg Parulis led the Horse Hill Woods hike which included a trail in on the former 
Russo property (Hose Hill Woods II) and Marty P. Marx was the sweeper. Eight people attended 
the hike.

The Chapman Mill Pond Hike was led by T. ODell, and Marty. P. Marx was the sweeper. Six 
people attended that hike.

People from other towns attended both hikes.

Open Space Program
  
Signage: Vote on color, shape, wording for roadside trial signs: Check link to trail signs:
http://www.campgroundsigns.com/hiking-trail-signs

T. ODell brought in sign samples for Commissioners to comment on. The signs would be the 
same size as speed limit signs. They would be mounted on regular sign posts. There is concern 
that if the signs have symbols and are too attractive, they might be stolen. 

M. Marx showed Commissioners a blue sign with a white hiker on it. Commissioners all agreed 
it was a nice sign, and they prefer the blue background to the green, white or brown because it’s 
more visible.

T. ODell offered to contact local sign companies to ask them about background color, size and 
cost.

There was discussion about parking at the hiking sites and signage location. T. ODell said 
Chapman Mill Pond has not been advertised as a hiking site, except for Trails Day, because of 
lack of parking and street safety for the hikers. People currently have to cross Route 145 in order 
to access the hiking trail because there is no designated parking area and they have to park across 
the street.

Chapman Mill Pond: Connection to Breakneck Hill Road; ATVs

T. ODell was GPSing the trails with Dave Carney, commission intern, and observed ATV tracks
running through the Chapman Mill Pond area on all the trails. This is of great concern especially 
with the presence of two significant vernal pools in the spring.

Trail Maps: Update GPS Project

T. ODell distributed a colored map showing the different hiking routes. On the other side of the 
map, there is a detailed description of what hikers will see when they hike Chapman Mill Pond 
Open Space.
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T. ODell also distributed a colored map showing the different hiking routes for Horse Hill 
Woods. On the other side of the map is the history of the property and detailed information about 
both Horse Hill Woods I and Horse Hill Woods II.

T. ODell said the maps he distributed will soon be put onto the Town of Westbrook’s web site. 
The next GPS project, Salt Island Overlook and Horse Hill Woods II, will begin in July or 
August 2014.

Salt Island:

>>Audubon’s “Be a Good Egg Program”: update

Jacqui Lebel reported on this program. She said she was one of the volunteers at Saturday, June 
14, 2014 working at the table on west beach. She painted the American Oyster Catcher sign. She 
emphasized the importance of public outreach with this program so people are aware of it, and 
they know what it’s about. She suggested putting up long, vertical flags that have “Audobon” or 
“Be a Good Egg” on them to draw attention to the table where the volunteers and brochures are 
located. Volunteers will be there every other weekend, and volunteers have already signed up and 
been scheduled for each of those weekends.

>>Increased surveillance patrols: review survey

T. ODell distributed a copy of the Westbrook’s Barrier Islands Patrol Survey for the Barrier 
Islands. Patrols would be done 3 or 4 times a day, and each time, the boat operator and a 
volunteer would fill out the survey which asks things such as how many people are on the 
islands, how many dogs, how many people are throwing rocks, what the general activity is, what 
the weather is like, etc. There is discussion about equipping the boat with a megaphone so he can 
make an announcement asking visitors not to get too close to the bird nesting areas, to refrain 
from certain behaviors such as throwing rocks, etc.

Friends of Westbrook’s Barrier Islands: update – John Rie
John Rie was not in attendance at tonight’s meeting.

MOTION: to add Salt Island Overlook under Open Space Program on the meeting 
agenda. ;MADE: by M. Marx; SECONDED: by D. Harger; VOTED IN FAVOR: B. Peterson, 
R. Bell, D. Harger, M. Marx, M. Oryl; OPPOSED: none; ABSTAINED: none: APPROVED: 
5-0-0.

Salt Island Overlook

T. ODell said previously the US Fish and Wildlife Service had offered to match money, up to 
$3,000.00, for trees planted on Salt Island Overlook. Budge funds were allocated but USFWL 
funds were cut. T. ODell distributed a previously approved planting plan showing 10 white pine 
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trees,  5’ to 7’each in Area 2 for diversity of the landscape. The trees cost approximately $120.00 
each without delivery. T. ODell asked Lee Archer to help with tree delivery and planting. The 
cost for this service will be $100.00 per tree.

MOTION: to purchase the white pine trees and have them delivered and planted as per the 
approved planting plan for Salt Island Overlook for a cost not  to exceed $2,500.00. ;MADE: by 
R. Bell; SECONDED: by  D. Harger; VOTED IN FAVOR: B. Peterson, R. Bell, D. Harger, M. 
Marx, M. Oryl; OPPOSED: none; ABSTAINED: none: APPROVED: 5-0-0.

B. Peterson attended a meeting to discuss the Regional Study of the Boston Post Road from Old 
Saybrook through Clinton. He noted at the meeting that the Conservation Commission was 
interested in how curb cuts would be designed by the Post Office and entrance to Salt Island 
Overlook. T. ODell attended a similar meeting and was assured a plan for curb cuts for Salt 
Island Overlook would be addressed.

T. ODell recused himself from the meeting for the next agenda item.
 
Old Business

Zoning Referrals:>>>>

ZC2014-003- 1961 Boston Post Road; Proposed Zone Map change on parcel #113 from 
Neighborhood Commercial to Planned Residential Development 

ZC2014-004- 1961 Boston Post Road: Special permit application for proposed Multi-
Family Residential Building with 24 units

ZC2014-005- 1961 Boston Post Road; Coastal Area Management (CAM) application

M. Marx explained that the applicant’s presenters, Scott Desmond and Attorney Tom 
McLaughlin from Cloutier and Cassella, who attended the 5/20/2014 Conservation Commission 
meeting did not give Commissioners accurate information. Therefore, he wanted to ask 
Commissioners to review the motions they had previously made to see if they would have made 
those motions if they had known the information was inaccurate.
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MOTION: to retract the following motions/votes of the 5/20/2014 Conservation Commission 
meeting because the decision was based on inaccurate and, or, misleading information provided 
by the applicant’s representatives at the 5/20/2014 meeting. Specifically: 1. The statement that 
“The Stormwater Management Plan is for a 100 year storm, no runoff.” was inaccurate. In a 
5/21/2014 e-mail response to Town Engineer Jeff Stearns’ comments on the applicant’s 
stormwater management plan, Joe Wren, Engineer for the applicant, noted in response #9, “As 
discussed, the design of the basin exceeds the town standards. Based on our computations, 
stormwater will only exit the basin for a storm exceeding a 50-year event. For a 100-year event, 
there is less than one inch of depth over the spillway. 2. “M. Marx asked what would happen if 
VISTA leaves at some point, and another developer requests more parking for the facility. T. 
McLaughlin said there is a Conservation Restriction to be sure everything stays in compliance in 
perpetuity.” Conservation Restriction (CR) document only covers 0.49 acres of Open Space 
shown on the Site Plan. No other property on the site plan is covered or referred to in the CR 
document. MADE: by R. Bell; SECONDED: by  D. Harger; VOTED IN FAVOR: R. Bell, B. 
Peterson, M. Marx, M. Oryl, D. Harger; OPPOSED: none; ABSTAINED: none: APPROVED: 
5-0-0. MOTION: to approve ZC-2014-003- 1961 Boston Post  Road; Proposed Zone Map 
change on parcel #113 from Neighborhood Commercial to Planned Residential Development; 
ZC-2014-004- 1961 Boston Post Road; Special permit application for proposed Multi-Family 
Residential Building with 24 units, and ZC-2014-005 – 1961 Boston Post Road; Coastal Area 
Management (CAM) application with the proviso that the comments made by  Woodard and 
Curran in their report dated 5/16/2014 be addressed to the satisfaction of the Town of Westbrook. 
MADE: by J. Rie; SECONDED: by B. Peterson; VOTED IN FAVOR: J. Rie, R. Bell, B. 
Peterson, M. Marx, M. Oryl; OPPOSED: none; ABSTAINED: none: APPROVED: 5-0-0. 
MOTION: to amend the previous motion to add that the Conservation Restriction presented at 
tonight’s meeting be included in the Zoning Approval process for ZC-2014-003- 1961 Boston 
Post Road; Proposed Zone Map change on parcel #113 from Neighborhood Commercial to 
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Planned Residential Development; ZC-2014-004- 1961 Boston Post Road; Special permit 
application for proposed Multi-Family  Residential Building with 24 units, and ZC-2014-005 – 
1961 Boston Post Road; Coastal Area Management (CAM) application. MADE: by J. Rie; 
SECONDED: by M. Marx; VOTED IN FAVOR: J. Rie, R. Bell, B. Peterson, M. Marx, M. 
Oryl; OPPOSED: none; ABSTAINED: none: APPROVED: 5-0-0.

MOTION: the 27 parking spaces in reserve should not  be allowed, and the area of the detention 
basin should be put into a Conservation Restriction. MADE: by R. Bell; SECONDED: by D. 
Harger; VOTED IN FAVOR: R. Bell, M. Marx, M. Oryl, D. Harger; OPPOSED: none; 
ABSTAINED: B. Peterson: APPROVED: 4-0-1.

T. ODell returned to the meeting.

Eagle Scout Projects:

Michael Schneider – Chapman Mill Pond Bridge

M. Schneider must complete his project before the end of July 2014. B. Peterson asked T. ODell 
if he had spoken to First Selectman Noel Bishop regarding liability for this project. He wants to 
be sure M. Schneider will not be liable once the project is finished. T. ODell said he will follow 
up with N. Bishop who had put in an inquiry with the Town Attorney.

Harry Ruppenicker – Natural Heritage Tour Map

H. Ruppenicker met with T. ODell last week to disuss sites and connecting sites. T. ODell 
distributed a sheet listing H. Ruppenicker’s selections and those suggested by the Conservation 
Commission for the coast, rivers and forests.

Money has been received from the Westbrook Foundation for supplies for this project.

Matthew Cyr – CMP Entrance Switch Back Trail/Vernal Pool Eduation

M. Cyr attended the Chapman Mill Pond Trails Day hike. He will soon be writing a proposal to 
the Eagle Scout Council so he can move forward with this project.

New Business

MOTION: to add Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan under New Business on the meeting 
agenda. ;MADE: by M. Marx; SECONDED: by B. Peterson; VOTED IN FAVOR: B. 
Peterson, R. Bell, D. Harger, M. Marx, M. Oryl; OPPOSED: none; ABSTAINED: none: 
APPROVED: 5-0-0.

Conservation Commission appointment to Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Commission 
(Ralph Deponte)
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R. Deponte introduced himself to Commissioners. He is hoping to be the Conservation 
Commission’s representative to the Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Commission, but he is not  
an official member of the Conservation Commission. The appointment has to be approved by the 
Selectmen’s Office.

MOTION: to recommend the appointment of Ralph Deponte to the Board of Selectmen to 
represent the Conservation Commission on the Inland Wetlands and Watercourses 
Commission. ;MADE: by  M. Marx; SECONDED: by R. Bell; VOTED IN FAVOR: B. 
Peterson, R. Bell, D. Harger, M. Marx, M. Oryl; OPPOSED: none; ABSTAINED: none: 
APPROVED: 5-0-0.

Zoning Referrals: Public Hearing July 22, 2014

T. ODell said the Conservation Commission will be meeting on 7/15/2014 before the Zoning 
Commission’s Public Hearing on 7/22/2014, therefore, he will send materials to Commissioners 
before that meeting.

>>ZC2014-012-  36 Westbrook Place: Special Permit for removal of existing building, 
construction of new building

>>ZC2014-012-  36 Westbrook Place: Coastal Area Management (CAM)

>>ZC2014-014-007 –Proposed Regulation Amendment – Section 5.00.00-changes to 
Floodplain Management Regulations to comply with the new building code

Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan

M. Parulis gave the Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan to T. ODell for the Conservation 
Commission to review. T. ODell gave Commissioners a brief description of how the NHMP 
pertains to the Conservation Commission. There are several places the Conservation 
Commission is included for mitigation of natural hazards such as under Open Space and Grant 
Funding.

T. ODell said he will e-mail the NHMP to Commissioners if they would like to read it over in 
more detail.

Reports

Planning Commission 
Zoning Commission
Inland Wetlands Commission  
Harbor Commission 
Town Center Committee
Adopt –A- Spot 
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MOTION: to adjourn the meeting at 9:30 p.m. until the next Regularly  Scheduled Meeting of 
the Westbrook Conservation Commission which will be on Tuesday, July 15, 2014 at 7:00 P.M. 
in the South Meeting Room of the Mulvey Municipal Center, 866 Boston Post Road. MADE: by 
M. Marx; SECONDED: by R. Bell; VOTED IN FAVOR: B. Peterson, M. Marx, M. Oryl, D. 
Harger, R. Bell; OPPOSED: none; ABSTAINED: none.; APPROVED: 5-0-0.

 Respectfully Submitted,

 Kathleen Noyes
 Recording Clerk

 cc:   Planning Commission
  Zoning Commission
  Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Commission
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