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CORRECTED MINUTES OF THE REGULAR IWWC MEETING 

MAY 5, 2015 

 

Present:  Chairman David Stein, Dwayne Xenelis, Mike Engels, Mary Labbadia, Ralph DePonte 

and IWW Enforcement Officer Heidi Wallace. 

 

1.  Call To Order: 
The meeting was called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. by Chairman David Stein.  

 

2.  Public Comment Period: 
* Nick Damico of 95 Brookwood Road asked what the status of the replacement of the vculvert 

on the dump road. Chairman Stein explained that it was not an Inland Wetlands issue and 

referred the matter to the Board of Selectmen. The Commission did recommend that an Engineer 

be brought into the project. If they choose to move forward, they would have to come before this 

Commission with a full application. 

* Russell Gingras of 5 Seaside Avenue stated that he purchased the property across the street 

from him on the corner of Seaside Avenue and Boston Post Road. There used to be a house and a 

barn on the property. The house burned down years ago and the property has never been cleaned 

up. He started cleaning up the property and IWWC Enforcement Office Heidi Wallace received 

some complaints about the work he is doing. Mr. Gingras stated that he was only trying to clean 

up the property and it was not his intent to do any harm. So at this time, he is looking for 

guidance from the Commission on how to move forward with this project. There is a lot of 

damage to this property and there is a lot of trash and metal on the property and in the pond. 

Chairman Stein suggested having a Soil Scientist provide a plan to make sure everything is done 

properly. The Commission gave Mr. Gingras permission to remove the trash and metal from the 

pond. Any removal of trees would fall under the supervision of IWWC Enforcement Officer 

Heidi Wallace. 

 

3. OLD BUSINESS: 
1. 127 Meadow Lark Lane, Assessor’s Map #130, Lot #19 – Notice of Violation: 

There was no one present for this property. Chairman Stein gave the background that the 

property owner wanted a large lawn in the back yard and cut down numerous trees and cleared a 

large area in the review area and in the inland wetlands itself. A lot of damage was done to this 

property. A site walk was done of the property on April 13
th

. Soil Scientist Thomas Pietras 

flagged the wetlands and sketched in the watercourse on a map. Chairman Stein stated that he 

feels that the only solution is to replant and restore the trees with professional guidance. Dwayne 

Xenelis stated that he feels that there is a little bit of a hardship for the property owner because 

he has limited use of his property. When the house was built, the review area was 50 feet, not 

100 feet. This is another situation that the house gets built close to the buffer and then the buffer  
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changes and the homeowner can’t do anything with their property. He feels we need to find the 

right line in wetland protection, but also allow the property owner to enjoy his own property. 

Mike Engels stated that he agrees with both sides, but this was not done maliciously. We have to 

figure out the best way to fix it. Can we compromise a little bit. Mary Labbadia stated that she 

agrees with Dwayne. There was discussion of tabling this item until next month when Samantha 

Marone could be present and Mary Labbadia has a chance to go look at the property because she 

was not at the site walk. Mike Engels stated that the swing set is not in the wetland and suggests 

allowing for the lawn to just past the swing set to the edge of the wetland and plant shrubs as 

recommended by the Soil Scientist. To allow for 6” of topsoil up to the wetland line as long as 

erosion and sedimentation control measures are put in place. All tree stumps should remain.  

Upon a motion by Dwayne Xenelis, seconded by Ralph DePonte, it was: 

VOTED: Unanimously to approve the installation of lawn on the west side in the soil “45” area 

of the map submitted and the restoration of the wetlands in the soil “2” area of the map submitted 

and bounded north by the tree line as per the recommendation of Soil Scientist Thomas Pietras in 

his letter dated 5/31/15 for property located at 127 Meadowlark Lane. Everything in the wetlands 

is to remain, including the tree stumps. 

 

4. NEW BUSINESS: 
1. 122 Meadow Lark Lane, Assessor’s Map #130, Lot #10 – Construction of single family 

house and stormwater recharge system within 100 foot upland review area: 

Engineer Bob Doane was present representing the property owner. Plans dated 4/28/15 were 

submitted.  He stated that this is a 6.2 acre rear lot and there is existing access which goes 

through a wetland. The access actually divides the wetland in half. They are proposing a 3 

bedroom modular home that is 26’ x 56’ with an attached garage of 24’ x 24’. Mr. Doane stated 

that he chose the location of the house in what he feels is the best area. He suggested a site walk 

of the property. There is a man-made wetland that is 3’ deep, but he feels this is a hazard and the 

Commission might want it filled in. It’s a piece of an old culvert and is really steep on 3 sides. 

The placement of the house puts in the review area and the storm water recharge in on the 

downgrade side of the house. This lot was approved in a re-sub-division of lot #3 of a previous 

sub-division done in 1983. The front of the house faces the proposed driveway and is placed in 

the widest spot of the upland area. There was discussion of silt fencing placement. There is 

underground power and transformer available for the applicant to utilize. There will not be a lot 

of grading on the site.  

The application was accepted and will be on the June 2
nd

 agenda. 

 

2. 7 Pequot Park Road, Assessor’s Map #130, Lot #23 – Construction of 3 commercial 

buildings, road, utilities and piping of one intermittent watercourse with the filling of 0.05 

acre of wetlands: 

Engineer Michael Harken was present representing the applicant. Plans dated August 19, 2014, 

revised date 4/2/15 were submitted. Mr. Larken stated that the property is 8 acres with 

approximately 1 acre of wetlands. He is here tonight to have the application formally received. 

There is a vernal pool on the property and he realizes this could deem the application as 

“Significant Activity”. The vernal pool is fed by storm water run-off from the Town road. There 

is a 30” pipe for the emergency outlet of the adjoining pond. The wetland flows from the west to 

the east towards IPC. The vernal pool is on the far southerly portion of the property. There are 

large boulder piles in the area. The road runs right through the vernal pool as well as a berm. Soil 

Scientist Jeffrey Shamus scaled the proposal down from what it was originally. They are  
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proposing 3 commercial utility buildings toward the front of the lot leaving half the site 

untouched. An erosion and sedimentation plan was submitted. y are proposing 3 commercial 

buildings. All utilities will be underground. There is a potential that natural gas will be installed. 

If the Commission wishes to do a site walk, they will need time to get the wetland flags in place 

and mark the location of the buildings. 

Upon a motion by Mike Engels, seconded by Dwayne Xenelis, it was: 

VOTED: Unanimously to accept the application, deem it “Significant Activity” and set a Public 

Hearing date for July 7, 2015 at 7:00 in the Multi-Media Room at the Mulvey Municipal Center. 

 

5. REGULAR BUSINESS 
A. Minutes of the Previous Meeting – Regular Meeting – 4/7/15 and Site Walk – 4/13/15: 

Upon a motion by Dwayne Xenelis, seconded by Mike Engels, it was: 

VOTED: Unanimously to approve the minutes of the April 7, 2015 meeting, as amended. 

Upon a motion by Dwayne Xenelis, seconded by Ralph DePonte, it was: 

VOTED: Unanimously to approve the minutes of the April 14, 2015 Site Walk, as submitted. 

 

B. Chairman’s Comments: 

Chairman Stein stated that he was contacted by Chris Nelson, Town Planner of Old Saybrook 

regarding the VanEpps property that is located in both Old Saybrook and Westbrook (only ¼ 

acre is in Westbrook). The land use offices of Old Saybrook are taking action against Mr. 

VanEpps for all the continued violations on the property. They are asking the land use 

departments of Westbrook to join the lawsuit. They have stated that they will pay for all legal 

costs. Everyone involved is meeting tomorrow in the South Conference Room. Chairman Stein 

will be attending the meeting with First Selectman Noel Bishop.  Heidi Wallace stated that the 

majority of the violations are on the Old Saybrook portion of the property. She doesn’t feel that 

anything located in Westbrook is court worthy. The Commission members felt it was best to 

cooperate and support their cause, but not to be named in the lawsuit. 

 

C.  Correspondence: 

None. 

 

D. Staff Report: 

* Distributed and discussed.  

* Director of Finance Andrew Urban is requesting that IWWC Enforcement Officer Heidi 

Wallace be re-authorized to sign bills. There has been a problem with the Hartford Courant being 

paid in a timely manner due to waiting for the monthly meetings to approve bills. They will no 

longer allow legal notices from the Town of Westbrook if there is an outstanding balance. 

Upon a motion by Mike Engels, seconded by Mary Labbadia, it was: 

VOTED: Unanimously to re-authorize Heidi Wallace to approve payment of bills in order to be 

paid in a timely manner. All paid bills will be listed on the meeting agendas. 

* There was discussion and a decision was made to require erosion and sedimentation control for 

any digging of wells. 

 

E.  Commission Member Reports: 

Dwayne Xenelis stated that he attended a seminar at Weslyan and it was a very good class. He 

recommended that other members attend if the opportunity arises. 
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F.  Bills: 
None. 

 

Special Accounts: 

None. 

 

G. Adjournment: 

Upon a motion by Dwayne Xenelis, seconded by Mike Engels, it was: 

VOTED: Unanimously to adjourn at 8:56 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

________________________________________________ 

Kathleen H. Kelemen, Secretary 

 

NOTE:  All changes indicated in bold, underlined and italicized print. 

 

 


