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Westbrook Conservation Commission Regular Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, March 15, 2016 7:00 p.m.
Mulvey Municipal Center - South Meeting Room
(Unapproved)
Members Present
Tom ODell, John Rie, Randy Bell, Mike Oryl, Bob Peterson, Don Harger

Ralph DePonte, IWWC representative, was also present. 

Unexcused Absences
Marty Marx

Call to Order
Chairman Tom ODell called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Minutes- February 16, 2016

MOTION: to approve the Conservation Commission’s Meeting Minutes of February 16, 2016 with the following correction: on page 1, under Correspondence, distributed was incorrectly spelled. MADE: by J. Rie; SECONDED: by D. Harger; VOTED IN FAVOR: B. Peterson, M. Oryl, R. Bell, J. Rie, D. Harger; OPPOSED: none; ABSTAINED: none: APPROVED: 5-0-0.

Correspondence
The following were received: the Inland Wetland Agent Report for February 2016, the 3/1/2016 Regular IWWC Meeting Minutes, the 2/2/2016 Corrected IWWC Regular Meeting Minutes, the Winter 2015-2015 Sound Update and a copy of the Osprey Award of Merit presented to Terri Potvin Natural Resource Conservation Academy Student.

Chairman’s Report 

T. ODell reviewed the Natural Resource Conservation Conference he attended at the University of CT, Monday March 14, 2016; he accompanied Terri Potvin, a Natural Resource Conservation Academy student from Westbrook who gave a poster presentation of her project, Long Term Monitoring of Chapman Mill Pond Vernal Pools.

Open Space Program

Preservation/Acquisition

· Sciongay: This is progressing, but there is not much to report at this time.

· Lane: 10 acres bordering Toby Hill Woods; T. ODell has not received a response to his letter.


Management  

Chapman Mill Pond:

· >>Parking area construction: status- Two additional sections of fence have been erected to provide privacy for neighbor. B. Peterson shared concerns about safety because of the excessive speed of traffic on that roadway. Contractor will plant red cedar along the fence. 

· >>Signage: next steps T. ODell brought in a “Hiking Trail” sign with white writing on a royal blue background. Commissioners liked the sign.

· Parking Area Recommendations: Toby Hill Woods on Halls Road; Horse Hill Woods on Breakneck Hill, T. ODell did not have time to meet with John Riggio, Public Works Director, to inspect potential parking areas at Toby Hill Woods and Horse Hill Woods on Breakneck Hill.

· Horse Hill Woods: Combine Units I, II, III for management plan identification-  T. ODell suggested the 3 purchase units be combined into one Horse Hill Woods property for property management purposes.

MOTION: to combine the King/CL&P property, the Russo/Miele property, and the St. John property be designated as Horse Hill Woods, and labeled HHW I, II, and III, respectively; MADE: D. Harger; SECONDED: by M. Oryl; VOTED IN FAVOR: B. Peterson, M. Oryl, R. Bell, J. Rie, D. Harger; OPPOSED: none; ABSTAINED: none: APPROVED: 5-0-0.
	
· Salt Island: Plant Inventory/photos for visitor and community out reach
MOTION: to utilize funds in the Conservation Open Space budget line item to support a plant inventory by Judy Preston, UConn Sea Grant Program and Educator, of Salt Island that includes a list of the plants, how they are distributed (and to some extent, why), and an assessment of any other values attached to this plant life that could be useful toward engaging the public in its stewardship; research; processing info/photos/ creating distribution map(s); write up/final report (hardcopy and digital); present findings to Commission. Cost not to exceed $1,000.00. MADE: J. Rie: SECONDED: by D. Harger; VOTED IN FAVOR: B. Peterson, M. Oryl, R. Bell, J. Rie, D. Harger; OPPOSED: none; ABSTAINED: none: APPROVED: 5-0-0.
	
· Trail Management: Pre-season volunteers needed

T. ODell would like to have trail clean-up day. Help will be needed.

Friends of Westbrook Barrier Islands:  John Rie

The next meeting of Friends of Westbrook Barrier Islands is 3/16/2016. On 4/23/16 at 2:00 p.m., Osprey Nation will give a talk at the Episcopal Church in Westbrook. The Friends group hopes this will be a wonderful opportunity for education and member recruitment.
	
Old Business

· Kirtland Landing Grant: Approved; next steps 
T. ODell is waiting for more detail on the grant. R. Potvin is trying to get more information.
· Mulvey boat launch and dock 
T. ODell talked with Town Planner Meg Parulis. The bid package for construction is being developed.
· Update National Trails Day: June 4 and June 5 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Commission has registered with CFPA to conduct Educational Walk, June 4, 2016 on Chapman Mill Pond trails with a rain date of June 5. 
· Correll House
      J. Rie reported that the Correll House on 1269 Old Clinton Road has been sold and will 
be preserved. At the 2/16/2016 Conservation Commission meeting, Commissioners voted        to support acquisition/preservation of the historic Correll House property. A letter of support was sent.

New Business-as needed

	There was no new business.

Reports

Planning, Zoning, Inland Wetlands, Harbor Commission, Town Center, Adopt-A-Spot, The Preserve 

MOTION: to adjourn the meeting at 7:37 p.m. until the next Regularly Scheduled Meeting of the Westbrook Conservation Commission which will be on Tuesday, April 19, 2016 at 7:00 P.M. in the South Meeting Room of the Mulvey Municipal Center, 866 Boston Post Road. MADE: D. Harger; SECONDED: by M. Oryl; VOTED IN FAVOR: M. Oryl, J. Rie, R. Bell, B. Peterson, D. Harger; OPPOSED: none; ABSTAINED: none.; APPROVED: 5-0-0.

	Respectfully Submitted,


	Kathleen King, Recording Clerk  

cc: Planning Commission, Zoning Commission, Inland Wetlands & Watercourses   Commission

	


image1.png





