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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR IWWC MEETING 

JANUARY 6, 2015 

 

Present:  Chairman David Stein, Samantha Marone, Mike Engels, Bruce Chappell, Mary 

Labbadia, Ralph DePonte and IWWC Enforcement Officer Heidi Wallace. 

Also Present: Town Engineer Jeff Stearns and Town Planner Meg Parulis. 

 

1.  Call To Order: 
The meeting was called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman David Stein.  

 

2.  Public Comment Period: 
Nick Damico of 95 Brookwood Drive wished to discuss some concerns with the dump road. 

First, there is no guardrail when going over the brook and it is a long drop. Second, when there is 

a significant rain storm, the brook floods and he is concerned that it is going to affect his well, 

septic and basement.  He is looking for support from this Commission so the Board of Selectmen 

will move forward on fixing these issues. Chairman Stein stated that he will look into this matter, 

but it is not just this area, we need to look at how everything down stream will be affected also. 

IWWC Enforcement Officer Heidi Wallace did point out that a lot of pipes are being retrofitted 

to accommodate the climate change because the storms have been flashier and more intense.  

 

PUBLIC HEARING: (7:15 p.m.) 

2 Westbrook Place, 1224 & 1238 Boston Post Road, Assessor’s Map 177, Lots 021, 022 & 

023 – filling of approximately 1819 square feet of wetlands, installation of approximately 94 

foot culvert, and grading within 100’ of wetlands to create a 28 space municipal parking lot 

and access drive (Town Center Parking Project): 

Town Engineer Jeff Stearns and Town Planner Meg Parulis were present and plans dated 

12/30/14 with a revision date of 1/5/15 were submitted. Mr. Stearns stated that this is part of the 

Town Center Revitalization project and to create 28 municipal parking spaces. The project will 

include the filling of approximately 1819 sf of wetlands. They will be installing a culvert that is 

approximately 94 feet and they will be doing some grading in 3 areas that within the 100’ review 

area. They are proposing to provide a driveway connection between Knothe Road through the 

Town property to the adjacent bank property.  This will allow for the “J” hook entrance to 

Knothe Road from Boston Post Road. They are proposing a shallow wet-pond to mitigate the 

filling of wetlands. This will be used as a detention/water quality structure.  Pea stone will be 

used for the parking area so everything will infiltrate prior to getting to the wet pond, which will 

be 1 foot deep at the most. The wet pond will be seasonally wet and they are proposing a 

planting plan. They are decreasing the amount of storm run-off and peak run-off from the 

property partly due to the new impervious surface.  They are not increasing any run-off down-

stream. 
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At this time, Chairman Stein opened the floor to the public to speak for or against the application 

or to ask questions.  The following members of the public spoke: 

1.  Mike and Marylou Woynar stated that they are concerned because the existing stream in back 

ebbs and flows, but this proposal will make this a stagnant pond. It will probably collect algae 

and might affect the septic system next door. If the area really fills up it will be 10’ from their 

house.   

Jeff Stearns stated that the water is already there and they are not creating or adding anymore. 

They are trying to mimic the existing conditions. The amount of water will fluctuate with the 

ground water and they will be treating the water quality. Mr. Stearns stated that he will check the 

location of their septic and make sure it will not be affected. He will also check with the Soil 

Scientist to make sure the area is more aesthetic . 

Mr. Woynar also stated that they would like a sidewalk on Knothe Road so people are not 

walking in the road and they also have concerns about cars parking on Knothe Road.  

2. Bob Peterson (member of the Conservation Commission) questioned how the wet area will be 

maintained. 

Mr. Stearns stated that this area will be looked at every spring and fall and will be maintained as 

needed by the Public Works Department.   

Mr. Peterson requested that the Public Hearing be continued so the Conservation Commission 

has a chance to review the plans at their next monthly meeting. 

Meg Parulis stated that Soil Scientist Rich Snarsky could not attends tonight’s meeting and he 

still has to submit his report. She asked if the report would be enough or would the Commission 

like him to attend the next Public Hearing.  

Chairman Stein that he won’t have to be present as long as the report is not too complicated. 

Commission Member Bruce Chappell asked if the culvert is going to be pre-poured or cast on-

site. 

Mr. Stearns stated that it will be pre-poured. 

Chairman Stein asked if all of the down-stream area was reviewed for this application. 

Mr. Stearns stated yes it was reviewed and everything is documented. He stated that the brook 

down-stream will not receive any more water than it currently is. 

Upon a motion by Bruce Chappell, seconded by Mary Labbadia, it was: 

VOTED: Unanimously to continue the Public Hearing for this application to the February 2, 

2015 meeting to be held at 7:00 p.m. in the Multi-Media Room at the Mulvey Municipal Center. 

 

3. OLD BUSINESS: 
1.  2 Westbrook Place, 1224 & 1238 Boston Post Road, Assessor’s Map 177, Lots 021, 022 & 

023 – filling of approximately 1819 square feet of wetlands, installation of approximately 94 

foot culvert, and grading within 100’ of wetlands to create a 28 space municipal parking lot 

and access drive (Town Center Parking Project): 

The Public Hearing for this application was continued to February 2, 2015. 

 

4. NEW BUSINESS: 
1. Referral from Zoning Commission ZC2014-022 – Site Plan Application for a proposed 

Affordable Housing Development pursuant to §8-30g with 24 units (new) on property with 

existing structure: 

Engineer Bob Doane was present and stated that nothing has changed from the previously 

approved application for this property with the exception that one proposed building has been 

removed (Bus Stop/Storage Building). There is no change in the drainage calculations. There is  
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not any activity within the 100’ review area. The only difference with this application is that they 

are now proposing affordable housing. 

Upon a motion by Bruce Chappell, seconded by Mike Engels, it was: 

VOTED: Unanimously to declare that no additional action is required for this application. 

 

2. Referral from Zoning Commission ZC2014-024M – 250 Flat Rock Place, Middlesex 

Hospital (Map/Lot 166/033) Proposed Special Permit Modification for deletion of 

previously approved Reserve Parking Condition and approval for an addition to the 

existing footprint to house a linear accelerator used in providing therapy to cancer 

patients: 

It was stated that all of the proposed work is outside the 100’ review area. 

Upon a motion by Bruce Chappell, seconded by Ralph DePonte, it was: 

VOTED: Unanimously to declare that no action is needed by the IWWC for this application. 

 

5. REGULAR BUSINESS 
A. Minutes of the Previous Meeting – Regular Meeting – 10/7/14: 

Upon a motion by Ralph DePonte, seconded by Bruce Chappell, it was: 

VOTED: Unanimously to approve the minutes of the 10/7/14 Regular Meeting, as amended. 

 

B. Chairman’s Comments: 

Chairman Stein stated that he attending the Ad-Hoc Blight Committee as requested and passed 

on the concern of this Commission regarding residents using more chemicals on lawns to make 

them look better. He stated that he also attended the CACIWC Seminar. 

In regards to the Town Dump Road, he feels this could be a safety issue and feels that Mr. 

Damico’s concerns are valid. The Town needs to work with the IWWC for any work being done 

and needs to be done correctly because of the sensitivity of not only this area, but down-stream. 

Enforcement Officer Heidi Wallace will forward this Commissions concerns to the Board of 

Selectmen. She will also go look at the area with Town Engineer Jeff Stearns. 

 

C.  Correspondence: 

1. Copy of the Fall 2014 The Habitat. 

2. Notification from North East Utilities regarding the clearing of trees on the north part of Horse 

Hill Road. 

3. Copy of December Zoning Commission Minutes. 

 

D. Staff Report: 

Distributed and discussed.  

 

E.  Commission Member Reports: 

Ralph DePonte stated that he and Don Harger are looking into complaints that have been 

received about shooting taking place on Salt Island. You cannot shoot a firearm within 500’ of a 

residence so people have resorted to hunting on the island. The Conservation Commission is 

trying to preserve the wild life on the Town owned island. It was suggested that the Town post 

“No Hunting Allowed” signs. It was suggested that they contact Gary Nolf regarding the matter. 

 

F.  Bills: 

Regular bills:  
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Upon a motion by Bruce Chappell, seconded by Samantha Marone, it was: 

VOTED: Unanimously to approve payment of the following bills: 

Hartford Courant - $31.68 for legal notice of decisions 

Katie Kelemen - $35.63, $83.13 and $47.50 for Secretarial duties for September, October and  

 January (meeting). 

Robinson & Cole - $621.00 for Municipality stormwater run-off immunity issue 

Hartford Courant - $48.56 for Legal notice of decision for August 2014 (sent to ZBA by 

accident) 

WB Mason - $28.86 for supplies 

Heidi Wallace - $35.00 for reimbursement for registration for CAZEO Meeting 

Heidi Wallace - $165.59 for mileage reimbursement – July through November 

 

Special Accounts: 

None. 

 

Adjournment: 

Upon a motion by Samantha Marone, seconded by Mary Labbadia, it was: 

VOTED: Unanimously to adjourn at 8:46 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

________________________________________________ 

Kathleen H. Kelemen, Secretary 

 


