Drips, Trickles and Streams – Prevent Costly Repairs
Leaking faucets, showers and toilets can be expensive in many ways. If you have public water, the figures below will show you the dollar cost of wasted water.  If you have a well, you don’t pay for your water on a quarterly basis, but you also may not notice that wasted water is going down the drain – unless the well runs dry!  

But all Westbrook property owners have septic systems – and drips, trickles and streams of wasted water are common causes of septic system failures – failures followed by septic repairs costing thousands of dollars.

Here’s what the drip, trickle or stream coming from your faucet will cost:

· A drip (1 gal/15 minutes) adds almost 100 gallons per day – a 25% increase to a three bedroom house.  Cost of public water - $26-$49 per quarter.

· A trickle (1 gal/4 minutes) adds almost 400 gallons per day – twice the design size of a three bedroom septic system.  Cost - $98-$184 per quarter.

· A stream (1 gal/minute) adds over 1400 gallons per day – the equivalent of almost 20 extra people living in your house every day.  Cost - $394-$736 per quarter.

Running faucets and showerheads are obvious water-wasters, but toilet leaks may not be readily seen or heard.  A running toilet can waste ¼ to 1 gallon per minute, or   1400 gallons per day – that’s the equivalent of 20 extra people in your house!  Check toilets regularly by putting food dye in the tank and watching to see if color trickles into the bowl – don’t touch the handle!  If there’s a leak, it’s usually easy to repair with parts from the hardware store.

Water is a non-renewable resource – in addition to the obvious costs of public water and private septics, every drop we waste causes additional stress on our environment.  The Westbrook Water Pollution Control Commission encourages you to fix any drips, trickles or streams from your household or business plumbing fixtures.  The effect can be positive for both the environment and your pocketbook! 
